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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

August 2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the one called the Prince of Peace, Christ Jesus, in whose teachings, life, death
and resurrection we come to know the Living God.
We are living in a chaotic, tumultuous world. It seems like our go to emotions are anger and hatred. We
have become so overwhelmed and paralyzed by division and rancor that we all too often feel helpless
and hopeless. We search for answers and solutions, comfort and solace and find little, if any. I think our
problem is that we are looking in the wrong places and turning to the wrong sources. We need to realize
that all the answers we need can be found by listening to the words and following the examples of
society’s greatest theologian and philosophers – the children of the world.
A group of children, ages 4 to 8 years old, were asked the simple question, 'What does love mean?' The
answers they provided were broader, deeper, and more profound than anyone could have ever
imagined!
'When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint her toenails anymore... So my
grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis too. That's love.' Rebecca age 8
'When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just know that your name is safe
in their mouth.' Billy - age 4
'Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each
other.' Karl - age 5
'Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries without making them give
you any of theirs.' Chrissy - age 6
'Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.' Terri - age 4
'Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to make
sure the taste is OK.' Danny - age 8
'Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and just listen.' Bobby age 7 (Wow!)
'If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate.' Nikka - age 6
(we need a few million more Nikka's on this planet)
'Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it every day.' Noelle - age 7
'Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they know each other
so well.' Tommy - age 6
'During my piano recital, I was on a stage, and I was scared. I looked at all the people watching me and
saw my daddy waving and smiling. He was the only one doing that. I wasn't scared anymore.' Cindy age 8
(cont.)
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'My mommy loves me more than anybody. You don't see anyone else kissing me to sleep at night.'
Clare - age 6
'Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken.' Elaine - age 5
'Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is handsomer than Robert
Redford.' Chris - age 7
'Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day.' Mary Ann - age 4
'I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old clothes and has to go out and buy
new ones.' Lauren - age 4
'When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come out of you.' (what an
image!) Karen - age 7
'Love is when Mommy sees Daddy on the toilet and she doesn't think it's gross...' Mark - age 6
'You really shouldn't say 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you should say it a lot.
People forget.' Jessica - age 8
And the final one: The winner was a four-year-old child whose next-door neighbor was an elderly
gentleman who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old
gentleman's yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat there. When his mother asked what he had said to
the neighbor, the little boy said, 'Nothing, I just helped him cry.'
We read the story in Luke 18:15-71, Jesus Blesses Little Children:
People were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them; and when the disciples saw it,
they sternly ordered them not to do it. But Jesus called for them and said, “Let the little children come
to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”
Every Advent season we read the passage from the Prophet Isaiah 11:6
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
My prayer is twofold. First, that we adults might humble ourselves so that we learn from our
children, and children all over the world, that love is most often shown in simple, seemingly
insignificant, gestures of compassion and grace. And second, that we go into the world and share that
simple, open, unconditional love. Then, and only then, will we will be able to enter God’s glorious
Kingdom.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
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A Note from your Council President, Darrell Stephen
When I was still teaching school, I never really enjoyed it much when August began. It was a
signal to me that my summer was coming to a close. We all know that Labor Day will be here real
soon, and that unofficially means that summer is over. Of course, Labor Day in Frankfort has another
meaning. It means it is Fall Fest time! Frankfort Fall Fest translates into the parking lot fundraiser at
St. Peter’s. Please remember that the Fall Fest parking lot is our biggest fundraiser of the year. I have
always enjoyed working the parking lot. It is such a great opportunity to meet people and a
magnificent form of fellowship for the members of St. Peter’s. We can always use more help! If you
can spare 3-4 hours on Labor Day weekend, please give Wendy a call in the church office (815-4692220), me at 815-469-4509, or Becky Cleveland at 815-531-2693.
As summer comes to a close, schools reopen. As I am writing this article, the news stations are
reporting a surge in COVID cases. Just as we thought (well—maybe more like we hoped) that COVID
was pretty much in our rearview mirror, the Delta variant is starting to run rampant throughout the
country. The council will be keeping everyone posted should we need to make changes to our current
COVID protocols & policies. At the July 19th church council meeting, the council passed a policy that,
until further notice, all Sunday school students & teachers must wear a mask/shield while attending
Sunday school. Likewise, all preschool students, staff, and preschool visitors must wear a mask/shield
while in any of the preschool areas during preschool hours. If any members or visitors need to come
into the church office during preschool hours, wearing a mask would be necessary. It is the church
council’s responsibility, as representatives of the congregation at large, to protect everyone who visits
our campus and do our best to ensure their safety. This policy is in place until further notice. We all
hope that, very soon, we will be able to relax this policy and put the masks away again. Let’s all work
hard to keep everyone healthy and make St. Peter’s a safe place to learn about and
worship God!
Yours in Christ,
Darrell

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP BOOK CLUB
Women’s Fellowship book club discussion get-together is fast
approaching.
On Sunday, September 12th, following worship service, we’ll meet to
discuss our thoughts about this book. (PLEASE NOTE NEW
DATE—NOW 9/12, not 9/19 due to church picnic being scheduled for
9/19.)
Currently this meeting is scheduled to be held in the Friendship Room
but we will contact those who purchased the book and put
announcements in the Sunday bulletins if the current health conditions
warrant a location change.
We hope you enjoyed reading this book and look forward to seeing you
on Sunday, September 12th
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EXCITING UPCOMING WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP EVENTS**
FALL/WINTER 2021

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH AFTER SERVICE
BOOK DISCUSSION ON SUMMER READING OF “FOREVER FRIENDS”
BY LYNNE HINTON
SUNDAYS OCTOBER 24TH & 31ST AFTER SERVICE
SIGN-UP & COLLECTION FOR THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH @ 6:30 PM
MAKING LAP BLANKETS FOR HOSPICE PATIENTS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6TH @ 6:30 PM
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS PARTY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12TH AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE
CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE
**PURSUANT TO COVID PROTOCOLS IN PLACE ON DATE OF ACTIVITY

Fruit of the Spirit VBS
Everyone had a great time at St. Peter’s Fruit of the Spirit VBS. The event was
held on July 21st and 22nd. Eight children and six adults were in attendance. The
children heard a short lesson on each of the 9 fruits, colored a placemat, played
fruit Bingo and other games, sang a song that related to each different fruit, and
made several crafts that coordinated with the topic. The first day our snack was
fruit pizza. It consisted of a slice of watermelon topped with blueberries,
strawberries, kiwi, grapes, peaches and was topped with white sprinkles to
represent the cheese. The second day the children had to practice self-control
(the last of the fruits) because the different components of our snack were set
out on the table in front of them while they worked on their craft. In the end,
they created their own mix consisting of marshmallows, Chex cereal, goldfish
crackers, m & m’s, stick pretzels and Skinny Pop popcorn. Each child took home a
coloring book to color as a reminder of the lessons they learned at VBS.
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UPDATED 5/20/21

In response to new CDC and Illinois guidelines, the St. Peter’s Council has revised our Covid-19 protocol:

















If are feeling ill please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and available on the St.
Peter’s UCC YouTube channel, our website (stpetersfrankfort.org), and our Facebook page.
Masks are optional for fully vaccinated members and friends attending Sunday worship services. If you still
feel the need to wear a mask, please do so.
Those who have not been vaccinated are expected to continue wearing a mask.
Temperatures will no longer be taken.
Social distancing will no longer be enforced.
The max attendance has been increased to 75 people.
Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service, please dispose of them in
the blue recycling bins.
Softly singing and congregational prayers/responses will be permitted.
There will be no choir. Special music may be provided by string instrumentalists.
Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there are new ways to
financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for receiving donations via
a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app (GivePlus). There is also a “Contribute”
button on our website. It is like putting an envelope in the plate through your own “Donate Now” button!
You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account. This option will
continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.

As always, this new policy is subject to change if needed. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Come One Come All—To Sunday School
Our Sunday school kickoff will take place on Sunday, September 12, 2021 from 9:3010:30. We will have games, snacks, and crafts for a fun-filled day. Children age 3
through second grade will meet with Cathy Dutro. Children in grades 3 through 8th
will meet with Jennifer Stephen. Helpers for both classes are needed this year.
We hope to have enough volunteers that you only have to help once a month. Please
contact Cathy Dutro at 815-469-3788 or cathleendutro@gmail.com or Jennifer
This Photoat
by 815-469-4509
UnStephen
or jkstephen@sbcglobal.net with your enthusiastic commitment to help. This
year there will not be a picnic following the service as a special activity will be held on Sunday,
September 19, 2021. We are looking forward to an exciting 2021-2022 Sunday school year.

St. Peter's Preschool will soon be buzzing with new families and children who will enter the
doors for the 2021-22 school year! Staff are busy creating learning environments and plans for
all the little ones! This will be the start of our tenth year under the director, Christi
Breitbarth. The first class we taught are now freshman in high school! We started with four
staff members, two classrooms, and three classes of children. Over the years we have grown
to twelve staff members, six classrooms, eight classes of children. Our first year we have
around 40 children and this year we are expecting 112! We are grateful for the continued
support from the St. Peter's church and staff as they have helped us take our vision and make it a reality. All
of us love our jobs and love the opportunity to help the preschool families start their children with their
educational journey based is developmentally appropriate methods and a curriculum that supports
kindergarten readiness and the knowledge of God's love.
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Birthday Greetings:
8/1

Kate Dougherty
Joseph Frank
Barbara Rainford
Eric Wilhelmi

Wedding Anniversaries:
8/1/1998

Chad & Sheila Vaughn

8/4/1979

Mickey & Marge Boyd

8/4/2007

Nick & Kristen Schalmo

8/2

Allan Mager

8/5/2006

Todd & Michelle Schultz

8/3

Cade Cummins

8/9/1986

Arthur & Krista Frank

8/4

Marcia Dalen

8/12/2006

James & Andrea Boldrey

8/18/1979

Darrell & Jennifer Stephen

8/5

Jennifer Stephen
Annie Wilhelmi

8/19/2006

Michael & Dawn Olson

8/20

Craig Brown & Courtney Stillman-Brown

Robert Proudfoot
Yvonne Stephen

8/26/1978

Keith & Gail McLean

8/26/1978

Mike & Pam Melnyk

8/6
8/11

Paul Muenchow
Dawn Porter

8/13

Emily Sparenberg

8/14

Joey Sparenberg

8/16

Ralph Eisenbrandt
Monica Nagy

8/17

Kellee Rohr
James Vece

8/22

Alan Batson

8/23

Helen Simpkins

8/24

Michael McGarry

8/26

Darlene Bourke

8/27

Evan Sparenberg

8/28

Kim Capps
Paul Scaletta, Jr.

8/29

Regan Brown
Claire Tewes

8/30

Emily Comstock
Sara Comstock
Liam McGarry

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways
members could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and
general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We
investigated different options and have implemented online
giving!
We are using a company called VANCO.
They have helped us set up receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text
number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app
GivePlus), and soon - on our website . It’s
like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up
automatic withdrawals from a checking or savings account.
This option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the
plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put
a note on the flap - online donation!
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Beverly Carlson, Clarence Carlson, Lisa
Hellriegel & Family, Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson &
Family, Larry Nice, Helen Rachford, John Schneider, Ed
Tewes, Marcella Tewes. Also, all service personnel,
including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin Rutolo, Major Carson
Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel, Major Steven Krippel,
Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous
needs and requests.Thank God for all answered
prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Musings by Eleanore:
“it’s good to be a Christian and know it, but it’s
better to be a Christian and show it.”

We are working to find the
most efficient ways of
staying in contact with the
members and friends of St.
Peter’s UCC, especially
during these turbulent times
when situations can change in a matter of
hours. We are working to update our records
so that we can get any needed information to
you as quickly as possible. With this in mind,
we are asking that you contact the church
(815-469-2220 or stpetersfrankfort@
gmail.com) with your email address and cell
phone number. If you do not have a
computer or cell phone, please let us know the
best way to be in contact with you by telling
us what phone number to use as we establish
a phone chain. It is essential that we have the
correct contact information so that you can
be notified of any important events or
developments in the life our church.
for August Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Cereal
Pancake mix

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
August Ushers:

Kate Dougherty, Helen Simpkins
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Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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A mask is optional during
service for those vaccinated.

PLEASE NOTE:
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Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe
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Kate Dougherty
Helen Simpkins

Ushers this Month:
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Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

August 2021

August at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE OPTIONAL FOR THOSE WHO ARE VACCINATED.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

August 1

9:30am
10:30am

Worship, Communion
Coffee And…

August 2

7:00pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

August 8

9:30am

Worship

August 11

10:00am

August 13

9:00am

Council Reports DUE

August 15

9:30am

Worship

August 16

7:00pm

Council Meeting

August 18

6:00pm

Membership & Evangelism Meeting

August 21

8:00am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Kup-a-Joe

August 22

9:30am

Worship

August 23

9:00am

KEY Articles DUE

August 29

9:30am

Worship

August 30

8:15am

Shepherd’s Table

Worship & Music Meeting
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