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In the Life of Our Congregation … from the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the One in whose name we gather, in whose name we serve, and in
whose name we worship.
I know that it seems like the Christmas tree just came down, but we are about to enter the
season of Lent. Lent is the period of forty days of penance and fasting leading up to Easter.
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, which this year is March 6. `Last year Ash Wednesday was
February 14, next year it begins on February 26. How is it that some years Lent, and Easter are
so early in the year, while other years they occur much later?
In the Gospels we read that Easter is at the same time as Passover. The Passover meal, or
Seder, is the one that Jesus shared with his disciples in the upper room where Jesus instituted
what we now know as Communion (Matthew 26:19; Mark 14:16; Luke 22:15; John 13:1).
Originally Easter was celebrated on the same day as the Jewish Passover. Since the Jewish
calendar is lunar, Passover can fall on any day of the week, and some Church fathers were
distressed that Easter, the holiest of all Christian holidays, should occur on any day other than
a Sunday. They argued about it until the 8th century, when the church officially adopted the
procedure we have now so that Easter is always on a Sunday.
Easter falls on the first Sunday subsequent to the first full moon after the vernal equinox
(March 21). Thus, it can occur as early as March 22 and as late as April 25. If the full moon
after the equinox falls on Sunday, Easter follows a week later. (If you think this is complicated
ask me to show you the four-page method for ascertaining the date of Easter using a
calculator.)
Christmas is the only Protestant Christian holiday that has a fixed date, December 25, which
can fall on any day of the week. The Advent season is always the four Sundays prior to
Christmas. All other Christian holy days revolve around the date for Easter; including Ash
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Pentecost. Once the date for Easter is
established, count back 46 days and that will be the date for Ash Wednesday, the start of the
Lenten season. Now I know what you’re thinking – Lent is supposed to be the forty days
before Easter, not forty-six. The early church leaders did not count Sundays as days of
penance and fasting; they were exempt because they were the Lord’s Day, the Sabbath, and a
time for celebration. So, if you give up something for Lent, Sunday is a day when you can
overlook your sacrifice and indulge yourself.
According to many scholars, and tradition, Jesus was crucified in 30 CE. The exact date was
Thursday, April 7 (Raymond Brown, The Death of the Messiah, 1376). If this is the case, then
Jesus would have risen on Saturday April 9, 30. This means that we very seldom celebrate
Easter on the exact date of the actual resurrection. While this bit of news might cause
weeping and gnashing of teeth for some, for me it has no impact on my beliefs or faith.
(cont.)
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From the Pastor, cont.
Whatever idea or theory scholars develop, they are only ideas and theories. Providing the
actual days and dates was never the purpose for the gospel writers. Their main concern was to
relay to their readers who the man, Jesus of Nazareth, was for them and those who
experienced Jesus. As I have stated repeatedly: The Bible, which includes the New Testament
and the Gospels, is not a book of facts; rather, it is a book of truths. For me, it is not the date
that is important. What is of importance is the life Jesus lived, the words he spoke, the lessons
he taught and his willingness to be faithful to God, even unto death.
As we begin our journey through the season of Lent let us take time to prayerfully reflect on
what is important and just what the Holy Scriptures tell us. Is it in the search for the unerring
facts of every story? Or is it in the universal truth that the stories present for all who engage
them? Must the Bible be inerrant to be of value, or are the truths about God and God’s
relationship with creation and humanity where its value lies?
This Lent I would encourage all to turn to the Bible to reacquaint themselves with the stories
of our faith, of our Savior, and of our God; stories that are as relevant today as they were when
they were first written centuries ago. As you read the stories try not to become weighed down
by attempting to reconcile these holy narratives with the facts of the world as we know them.
Rather, search to find the truth that resides in the lines of each and every story in the Bible.
Allow yourself to be moved by what these ancient scribes wrote, what they felt and what they
believed. Open your hearts and souls to see that, for them, the stories were not a means to
convey historical and scientific facts, but rather a way to share their faith and the truths of God
which they experienced.
May God bless you and may the Holy Spirit be with you and guide you during this holy season
of reflection and prayer, this holy season of Lent.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
Missions and Memorial Committee will be sponsoring Bingo at Sunny Hill Nursing Home on Saturday,
April 13 from 2-3pm. We are in need of bingo prizes if anyone would like to donate. These can be
deposited into the box in the Narthex.
Jewelry
Candy Bars
Sugar Free Candy Bars
Hand Lotion
Small Stuffed Animals
Word Find Books
Thank you, Diane Creer
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A Message from Your Church Council President, Darrell Stephen
At the February organizational meeting of the Church Council, I was elected to serve as the
president of this year’s council. I am very excited to take on this position. I have been
honored to have been the council president twice before, so I have a clear understanding of
the responsibilities & challenges facing me.
First, I would like to thank Bruce Wille and Dianne Schultz, who served as last year’s
president & vice-president respectively. Both spent many hours to ensure that everything
ran smoothly. I would also like to thank Sylvia Tewes, whose term on the council ended.
Ernie Rohr has agreed to fill this vacancy on council. Thank you, Ernie, for stepping in.
I am excited about many things going on at St. Peter’s. We are aggressively working to
control our expenses. To help on the income side of things, it will take the entire
congregation to balance our budget this year, as we learned during the congregational
meeting. I feel confident that, together, we can meet these challenges!
As council members, we are called to represent the entire congregation. I hope that each &
every member of the congregation becomes acquainted with your council members.
Please feel free to contact any of them whenever a need arises.
Lastly, I would like to thank Pastor Mark for his leadership. Be sure to join us on Sundays at
9:30 am as Pastor Mark delivers his message to us. But, as always, there is so much more
to St. Peter’s than Sunday morning attendance. There are many ways that you can
become more involved in the life of the church. Every one of our ministries could use your
input, enthusiasm, and ideas. Find a ministry you’re comfortable with and attend their next
meeting. You don’t have to make a full-time commitment to any one ministry. If a ministry
is doing something that interests you, join them to help with that activity. You may want to
consider attending a council meeting. We would love to have you. Whatever the case may
be, we want & need to hear from you.
Here’s to plans for another great year here at St. Peter’s!
Yours in Christ,
Darrell

Time for ...
Sunday, March 10th--The date for the Church-wide Annual Birthday Bash!
It’s an after-church potluck where we share a meal at a table with others who share our birth
month.
The tables are decorated with items you bring that reflect the blessed month you were born.
Sign up by March 5 in the Fellowship Hall, or you can call the office, & indicate what
type of dish you’ll bring. Chicken will be provided.
Come join in some good food, fun and games at the Annual Birthday Bash!!
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3 year olds - 3rd Grade– Cathy Dutro
Relying on God—Jesus prefers to trust God’s word
alone. Do we feel we find ourselves tested beyond
our strength? The good news is that the one who
was tempted in the wilderness is also the crucified
& resurrected one, in whom God’s new life is made available to those who
cannot, by their own resources, withstand temptation. The one who was
tempted in the wilderness thus strengthens us in our weakness.
Like a Mother Hen---For Jesus, God’s passionate dream, compassionate desire,
and bold determination is to gather God’s human children closer and closer to
God’s embrace & love. Like a mother hen, God seeks to draw, embrace, include,
and welcome God’s children into the family of humanity that God intended from
the dawn of Eden itself.
Bountiful Gifts—Lent challenges us to consider the reality of our own
sinfulness and our need for repentance. We may not be immediately aware of
how we have wandered away from God---how life has lost its meaning in pursuit
of a promotion or raise, how we have gotten buried under the demands of
economic & social status. Isaiah’s words help us to hear the truth so that we
can recommit ourselves to God’s offer of steadfast love and covenant
relationship as the true way for our lives.

March 2019

What we’ll be
studying in
March, 2019
March 10
Luke 4:1-13
March 17
Luke 13:31-35
March 24
Isaiah 55:1-9
March 31
Luke 16:1-3
11b-31

Never-ending Love—It is God’s dream to renew, reconcile, repair, & restore the creation. The
power of the parable of the Prodigal Son unfolds & it is clear that it is more about the determined,
compassionate, infinite providence of God. In the end, this parable points to the great embrace &
deep expansive love, compassion, & justice of God---deeper, wider, & higher than our imaginings.
4th-8th Graders– Jennifer Stephen
We will be talking about temptation, being drawn to God’s love, the generosity of God, and the
parable of the Prodigal Son.
This is such a pivotal time in the life of your tweens. Please help them learn to grow in God’s love by
reading & studying these verses yourselves and talking with your youth about them and what they
mean to you/have impacted you.

Musings by Eleanore Stewart …
“God wants spiritual fruit, not religious nuts”
“Some folks wear their halos much too tight”
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March 2019
Pillowcase Guidelines

Use only 100% cotton fun/novelty prints! (No flannel, please.)
Pillowcases for teen boys and girls are always needed. Please, no
glitter or skulls.
Pre-wash your fabric in cold water with unscented detergent (All
Free and Clear is a good choice) dry it without fabric softener, iron it, and bring it to the
event.
We will cut, pin, and sew the cases that evening.
They will need to be washed again in the unscented detergent and ironed on a clean
surface, by healthy individuals and packed in a quart or gallon ziplock bag. They will be
delivered to Top Shelf Quilts for distribution.
We will have fun while helping kids feel better to heal better. Please consider joining us
for this worthwhile project.
———————————————————————————————————————————————--

Join Us

Who: Anyone capable of purchasing, cutting, pinning, ironing or sewing fabric.
When: Monday, March 25, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
Where: St. Peter’s UCC Friendship Room and Sew What Room
Why: Women’s Fellowship will be making colorful pillowcases for the organization Ryan’s
Cases for Smiles ( http://caseforsmiles.org). They are one of the few nonprofits helping
children cope with the stress and emotional impact of treatment for cancer and serious
illnesses.
Participants can purchase colorful 100% cotton fabric (1/3 yd. for the border and 3/4 yd.
for the case) pre-wash it and bring it to the event. (See above for specifics)
If you are unable to purchase your own material you may donate $8.00 and we will buy the
goods for you.
The evening of the event we will need people to cut, pin, and sew the projects. “Sew”, see
you do not have to be an expert seamstress to participate.
-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (Detach and return to Cathy Dutro, Sylvia Tewes, or the Church Office by Sunday, March 17, 2019)

_____________________________________ will attend the event. I would like to cut,
pin, or sew that evening. (Circle your preference.)
I will bring my own pre-washed fabric.

I will donate $8.00 (cash or
Check to Women’s Fellowship)
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EASTER FLOWERS
St. Peter’s Church is, once again, offering the congregation the opportunity to purchase
Easter flowers through the church.
The plants will be available at a cost of $8.00 per plant. The flowers will be delivered to the
church in time for Easter Sunday. You will be able to pick your flowers up after the Easter
worship service.
Please fill out the bottom of this sheet and return it to the church office, or place it in the
offering plate on or before April 8, 2019.

—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NAME______________________________________
PLANT TYPE:

# of Plants _____

(please circle one)
Lily

Total Cost @ $8.00 per plant

Tulip
$___________

Hyacinth
Check #_______

Make checks payable to St. Peter’s UCC
Message you would like printed in the bulletin Easter Sunday:

Psalm 1:1
Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or
take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers
Another successful Men's Fellowship Breakfeast held on
02-16-2019. If you missed it....we have one every month. Join us
for the next one, 03-16-2019 at Lumes (note… new restaurant) at
8am,
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March 2019
SHEPHERD’S TABLE

St. Peter’s is looking for a Team Captain
for our Relaying Roosters Relay for Life
Team. The event is on June 8, from
3-11pm.
Please call the office if interested!!!

On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the
month, St. Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at
Shepherd’s Table, Joliet. We invite our
congregation and friends to
join us in this humbling service
to our community.
2019 dates:

As a safety precaution, all
exterior doors, EXCEPT FOR
THE SANCTUARY doors will
be locked at 9:45 am on
Sunday’s.

Monday, 4/29
Thursday, 5/30
Monday, 7/29
Thursday, 8/29
Monday, 9/30
Thursday, 10/31
Monday, 12/30

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

Lots going to be happening in 2019! St. Peter's is going to be the center of Town
where things happen! Think about some stuff....what you would like to see? Who
would YOU like to invite to church? What can YOU do to help? I'll take it NOBODY
thought of an idea to fill the pews. Lucky for you I don’t give up easy. Start thinking
folks........Need more folks in the front seat....not in the back, crabbing about the
driving .....too fast...too slow...I'm hot...I'm cold....yesterday doesn't count.
Tomorrow is our future....let's build it ! Don't make me pull this car over. ha ha ha
~Ernie - new council member
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Steve Comstock, Margaret DeLaughter,
Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, Linda Klier,
Mary Ann Morrison, Virginia Osmus, Gordon Nelson,
Charlotte Pfuhl, Helen Rachford, Lois Schoen, John
Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanor Stewart, Brogan
Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes, Richard Walsh.,
Robert Yehnert Also, all service personnel, including:
Kevin Rutolo, Capt. Carson Cleveland, Lt. Jr. Grade
Kelsey DePorto, Major Jodi Krippel, Major Steven
Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All
anonymous needs and requests. Thank God for all
answered prayers!

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net

March 2019
Greetings from your prayer chain:
Happy March!!!
Please call the office, 815-469-2220 or
Delores, 815-469-5106.

For March Missions & Memorials
is collecting:
Salad Dressings
Salt & pepper
Sugar

March Responsibilities
USHERS: Margie Norman, T-Kay Nagy

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and guests!
The coffee mugs, new and improved, are back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn, receive a mug
courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

Vision statement of St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ: To become an open, loving, and
welcoming community striving to reflect God’s
love for all creation.

COFFEE AND… Worship & Music Committee
LITURGIST:

3/3 Paul Muenchow
3/10 Jim Hellrung
3/17 Ilse Vogelmann

Your new Council Officers Are:
President - Darrell Stephen
Vice-President - Bruce Wille
Secretary - Rachael Muenchow
Treasurer - Rick Johnson

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
LUMES
(new larger venue)
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and
friendly fellowship!!!

Vision Statement Ministry Team:
Cheryl Howard
Joey Sparenberg
Paul Muenchow
Lyle Tewes
T-Kay Nagy
Rev. Tom Norwalk
Helen Simpkins
Rev. Mark Milligan
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Birthday Greetings:
3/1

Dan Fleck

Wedding Anniversaries:

3/3

Craig Schultz

3/7/1981

Bruce & Jane Stone

3/7

Jason Kimsey

3/21/1992

Scott & Denise Bettenhausen

3/10

Pam Melnyk
Emmie Wieclaw

3/11

Angel Delgau

3/12

Roger Rainford

3/16

Mickey Boyd

3/17

Ayden Bettenhausen

ASH WEDNESDAY & LENTEN SERVICES…

3/18

Barbara Srncik
Sylvia Tewes
Trisha Nystrom
Patricia Schroeder

3/19

Steve Bennett
Lois DePorto

3/22

Sandra Donovan

3/23

Lois Schoen
Cheryl Ber
Jimmy Ber

8/24

Michael Hossbach
Marla Bettenhausen
Brad White

Wednesday, March 6 is Ash Wednesday. This marks
the beginning of the season of Lent; the time on the
liturgical calendar dedicated to reflection and
penitence in preparation for Easter. This year we will
be having a worship service beginning at 7:00pm
which will include the imposition of ashes and
communion. The following six Wednesdays of Lent
we will be having worship services 6:30 pm- 7:15 pm.
This Lenetn series will be focusing on the seven
Christian virtues: Humility, Temperance, Chastity,
Diligence, Patience, Charity, Kindness. I hope that you
will set aside time to attend these special services as
we make ready our hearts and minds for the glorious
celebration that is Easter.

3/25

James Wahl

3/26

Amy Goldsmith
Carol Heilstedt

3/27

Jackson Boldrey

3/29

Sherri Bracken
Sherri Kandow

3/30

John Nystrom
Susan Jensen

3/31

Alexa Goldsmith

Pastor Mark

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your Amazon
Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265
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Women’s Fellowship
Pillowcases, 6:30
Friendship Room

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And...

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And...

31

25

24

C Confirmation

Council Meeting, 7pm

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And… 10:30am

6

E D

Worship Service 6:30pm
Choir 7:15pm

KEY ARTICLES DUE

27

Choir 7:15pm

Worship Service 6:30pm

20

Choir 7:15pm

Worship Service 6:30pm

13

Ash Wednesday Service,
7pm

W

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

26

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

19

18

12

17

11

10
Open Sew 6:30-9pm

M&M Meeting, 7pm

5

U E

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

T

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And … 10:30am

Y&F Meeting, 6pm

O N

Worship 9:30 am
Communion
Coffee And… 10:30am

M

4

U N

3

S

Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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Revelation Study - 10am

28

Revelation Study - 10am

21

Revelation Study - 10am

14

Revelation Study - 10am

T

8

1

R I

29

Sew What” 9am

22

Council Reports Due
A.M

15

“Sew What” 9am

F

2019
A T
2

“Sew What”

30

23

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
Kup-a-Joe’s

16

Don’t forget to
“SPRING AHEAD”
tonight before bed!!!
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“Sew What” 9am

S

Ushers this month are:
T-Kay Nagy
Margie Norman

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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Address Service Requested.

SUNDAYS— (Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month.)
9:30-10:30 am
Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship - Nursery care provided
10:30 am
“Coffee and…” First Sunday only during the Summer
WEEKLY
Tuesdays:

*Open Sew, 6:30 pm

Wednesdays:

Choir, 7 pm

Thursdays:

Bible Study, Revelation, 10:00 am

* All sewing/quilting classes are held in room #213 off of the east parking lot
3/2

9:00 am

“Sew What”

3/3

9:30 am
10:30 am

3/4

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Youth & Family Meeting
M&M Meeting

3/6

7:00 pm

Ash Wednesday Service

3/8

9:00 am

“Sew What”

3/10

10:30 am

3/13

6:30 pm
7:15 pm

Lenten Worship Service
Choir

3/15

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

3/16

8:00 am
9:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Lumes
“Sew What”

3/17

9:30 am

Confirmation

3/18

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

3/20

6:30 pm
7:15 pm

Lenten Worship Service
Choir

3/22

9;00 am

“Sew What”

3/24

10:30 am

3/25

6:30 pm

Women’s Fellowship Pillowcases, Friendship Room

3/26

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

3/27

6:30 pm
7:15 pm

Lenten Worship Service
Choir

New Council Dedication during Worship
Confirmation

Birthday Bash

K.F.C.
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