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“God Is Still Speaking”
Rev. Mark Milligan, Pastor and Teacher
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From the Pastor

The building is closed.
The Church is always open.
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Living God, and in the name of the Risen Christ, and in the name of the Holy
Spirit, by whose power and presence over whelmed the disciples on that first Pentecost, thereby giving birth to
Christ’s blessed church.
To put it mildly, this has been a Lenten and Easter season like no other. We have not been able to gather to
worship for six weeks, and it will be at least five more weeks before we can even begin to think about
communal worship. There is real anxiety and concern as we consider how this time and these global
circumstances will negatively impact the church going forward in the future. We need to remember this is not
the first time, nor will it be the last, that the Church has been faced with such trials and tribulations.
In the over 2000 years since the church began, when the flame of the Holy Spirit burned bright on and
through the disciples on that first Pentecost, events have transpired on a regular basis that seemed to
foreshadow its demise. During the church’s infancy the Roman Empire used threats, intimidation, torture, and
executions to halt the growth of the church. Splits, schisms, and “heresies” threatened to splinter the faith as
Christianity was struggling to define what beliefs were essential. The Black Plague decimated all of Europe
killing 50% of the population. The Protestant Reformation forever altered that fabric and future of the
Church. In the Age of Reason German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche proclaimed “God is dead!” to express
his idea that the Enlightenment eliminated the possibility of the existence of God. The April 8, 1966 (Good
Friday) cover of Time magazine “Is God Dead?” seemingly revived Nietzsche’s premise for a new age.
Recently the church’s relevance has been called into question with the spiritual vs. religious debate. People
argue that the church, with its archaic dogmas and creeds no longer speaks to the everchanging world and
culture of today. Nones, individuals with no religious affiliation, are becoming the fastest growing sector of the
religious landscape. People are choosing to be identified as “Followers of Jesus” as opposed to being labeled
“Christians.”
What all these times have in common is that the Church did not wither up and die. Rather, through the
movement of the Holy Spirit and the commitment of believers to follow the Spirit, the Church evolved.
People found new ways to be the Church, sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, a message of hope, promise, and
mercy. We found ways to spread the message of justice, openness and affirmation, peace, love, and
compassion in a way that resonates with a new world. The message stays the same, it is just shared in a way
that speaks to the world.
In Acts 2:1-11 we read:
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them
speaking about God’s deeds of power.”

(cont.)
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From the Pastor… cont.

God’s Holy Spirit empowered the disciples to speak and share the message of the Risen Christ in way that
enabled people to hear and understand. By being open and trusting, allowing the Spirit of God to move in
and through them, they were able to speak the language of the people; to touch their souls and their minds.
We, St. Peter’s UCC, find ourselves once again at one of these liminal points in history. We need to recognize
that how we are Church, and how we do Church must once again evolve to meet the needs of our time and
society. We need to find ways that we can most faithfully share the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a way that speaks
to people and makes them feel safe. We must find ways to be open to those who have been brought up in the
church and those that are exploring what it means to be a member of a faith community. It is essential to
provide a welcoming and safe environment where people feel safe to ask, seek, and knock as they grow in their
faith and sense of discipleship.
Let us take this time to reimagine how we can most faithfully be a beacon of God’s light to the world. Let us
follow the example set by the disciples on that first Christian Pentecost and speak the language the people can
hear, understand, and live.
Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Mark

Church is not a noun.
Church is a verb.
From Your Council President, Bruce Wille

Upon the stay in place times I heard an ancient story that goes like this — there
was once a farmer who owned a horse. He was very dependent on his mare and
was proud of it. Day after day, it ploughed the fields and brought him a steady
income.
One day, the mare broke through the fence and escaped to the woods. The
neighbors heard about the incident and came to console him. They said, “Your only source of
livelihood has gone with the wind. We wonder how you’re going to cultivate the field. What bad
luck!”
The farmer was nonchalant and replied: “Good luck or bad luck, who knows?”
He went about toiling the field with alternative means. One week later, the mare returned to the
farmer with two other stallions. Everyone was astounded. The neighbors were jealous of his new found possessions and came to see him.
They said: “You have become a rich man overnight. The horses will bring you twofold or more
riches which you had supposedly lost. You can even sell them and make a good fortune. What good
luck!”
The farmer was nonchalant and replied: “Good luck or bad luck, who knows?”
Two days later, the farmer’s only son was toiling in the fields with the horses. While he was
attempting to tame one of the wild stallions, he fell as a result of its sudden gallop. He broke his
legs and was in deep pain.
The neighbors heard of the farmer’s plight and came to see him. They felt that if the mare did not
bring the stallions when it returned, this unfortunate event would not have taken place. “It is the
planting season and now there is no one to help you; what bad luck!” they opined.
The farmer was nonchalant and replied: “Good luck or bad luck, who knows?”

(cont.)

3

May 2020
From the President … cont.

A week later, the emperor’s soldiers came marching into the village. They had a
mission – all male children above 16 years old were to be conscripted into the army.
When the soldiers saw that the farmer’s son was bandaged with a broken leg, they
exempted him.
The neighbors were distraught as their sons were enlisted into the army. They came to
the farmer and said, “Your son is the only one among his peers who is still here. Thank
your lucky stars he broke his leg. What good luck!”
As always, the farmer was calm and replied: “Good luck or bad luck, who knows?”
Is this not what God is telling us in his scriptures, Hebrews 12:11 “For the moment all
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.”. Now is the time to think how
blessed we are during this time of pandemic where we have time for meditation and
prayer so we can receive the peaceful fruit of righteousness. “Good luck or bad luck,
who knows?”, God knows and now is the time to give God our thanks as stated in
Paul’s letters in 2 nd Corinthians 1 19-22:
“19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and
Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes.
20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that
we utter our Amen to God for his glory. 21 And it is God who establishes us with you
in Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us his
Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.”
Amen God for your Glory
Bruce

Thanks to a great deal of time, effort, and expertise by my son, Kieran,
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com. It is a place where i can
stay in touch, share thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little humor. I
hope you will take a look and tell me what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark
One of the many things we learned while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to communicate quickly with members
as situations arise. To that end, we are creating email, text, and phone
chains. Would you please send an email to stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
or stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email address and cell phone
number. Please take a few moments to do this so that we make sure you
are kept up to date with the news of St. Peter’s UCCC.
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2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members could contribute to the
missions of St. Peter’s and general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We investigated
different options and have implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us
set up receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text
number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app (GivePlus), and soon - on
our website . It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals
from a checking or savings account. This option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SUMMER/FALL BOOK CLUB
Women’s fellowship is hosting a summer/fall book club. The book
will be read during the summer while your sitting on the beach,
around the pool, while taking a long, relaxing bath….wherever your
heart desires.
Then on Sunday, September 20th, following worship service (and
few moments at “Coffee And…” ), we’ll meet to discuss our
thoughts about this book. Currently that meeting is scheduled to
be held in the Friendship Room but we’ll have to wait and see
where due to the current health conditions.
The book chosen to be read is Friendship Cake by Lynne Hinton.
Following is a summary/introduction to the book:
When five women from the Hope Springs Community Church in North Carolina form a committee to create a
church cookbook, they embark on a project much more meaningful than they could have ever imagined. As
novice pastor Charlotte Stewart, no-nonsense Margaret Peele, maverick Louise Fisher, steadfast Jessie Jenkins,
and busybody Beatrice Newgarden meet to share recipes, they begin to open their lives and hearts as well.
If you are interested in reading this book, Women’s Fellowship will have them available in
slightly-used condition for $5.00. Please contact Jennifer Stephen (815-469-4509) or Cathy
Dutro (815-469-3788) and let them know that you would like one by June 14th and we will get
it to you ASAP so you can begin reading this heartwarming & reflective book.
We hope you enjoy reading this book and look forward to seeing you on Sunday, September
20th.
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From Your Facility Committee
At the 02/23/2020 facilities meeting, we discussed the need to have a lawn mowing
schedule. Therefore, I'm sending out dates for May & June so that you can sign up to help. We
like the lawn to be cut on a Thursday, Friday, or Saturday so that it looks its best for Sunday
worship. Here are the dates for which volunteers are needed for May & June: 5/7-5/9, 5/14-5/16,
5/21-5/23, 5/28-5/30, 6/4-6/6, 6/11-6/13. 6/18-6/20, & 6/25-6/27. This will give you the opportunity
to get some fresh air during the stay at home period. Please let me know which dates you would
be willing to mow. I'll will be sending out another schedule sign-up request for July & August and
then September & October as those months get closer.
This year, we are having a company do fertilization and weed control treatments to the church
grounds. The lawn cannot be cut within 24 hours of a treatment. We have asked the company to
apply the treatments on a Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday schedule, but they were not sure they
could accommodate that. However, they did agree to call me before applying so that I can contact
whoever is scheduled to cut, in case their application and the scheduled cutting would be in
conflict.
You can contact the church office if interested. I'd like to thank each of you who are
able to volunteer. By helping with the lawn mowing alone, you are helping the
church save about $4000 per year. Again, thanks for helping.
----Darrell
SHEPHERD’S TABLE
On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the month, St.
Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at Shepherd’s Table,
Joliet. We invite our congregation and friends to
join us in this humbling service to our community.
Thursday

6/29

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

We have recently created a certificate to
present to godparents at the time of
baptisms. If your child has been baptized by
Pastor Mark and you would
like a certificate for the child’s
God parents, please contact
the office.

College/Vocational School Scholarships Now Available
The Youth & Family ministry in conjunction with the Mission &
Memorial ministry are offering scholarships to anyone attending a
college or vocational school. This includes newly graduating high
school seniors who will be continuing their education in the fall.
This scholarship program is only for members of St. Peter’s UCC. It
will be limited to four annual payments and parents’ financial
situation is NOT a criterion in awarding these scholarships. Applications need to be completed and
submitted by June 1, 2020. Scholarship checks will be issued directly to each applicant around July
1st. Re-application is required each year a scholarship is desired. As these are scholarships, repayment
is not required.
Applications can be obtained by calling the church office (815-469-2220) or contacting Jennifer
Stephen (815-469-4509).
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Steve Comstock, Margaret
DeLaughter, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Kay Fredin, Jill
Hossbach, Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family,
Gordon Nelson & Family, Diane Peterson, Charlotte
Pfuhl, Helen Rachford, John Schneider, Renee Smith,
Eleanore Stewart, Brogan Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed
Tewes, Dick Trevarthan, Vinny V., Richard Walsh.
Also, all service personnel, including: Kevin Rutolo,
Capt. Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel, Major
Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler.
All anonymous needs and requests.Thank God for all
answered prayers!

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and guests!
The coffee mugs, new and improved, are back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.

A note from Miss Cathy to her
Sunday school students
I miss seeing your smiling faces
when you enter the room.
I miss seeing the drawings you
create on the whiteboards.
I miss hearing your voices singing.
I miss watching you marching to I’m in the Lord’s
Army.
I miss hearing you share your joys and concerns.
I miss saying the Lord’s Prayer together.
I miss telling you the Bible story.
I miss helping you make your craft.
I miss getting your snack ready.
I MISS EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU!
God Be With You ‘Til We Are Together Again

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
LUMES
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and friendly fellowship!!!
May Responsibilities
USHER: Rachael Muenchow, Jim Hellrung
COFFEE AND… Kate Dougherty

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Vision statement of
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ:
To become an open, loving, and welcoming
community striving to reflect God’s love for all
creation.
The “Sew What” ladies have been very busy!!!
Since the shelter in place, they have made 30
children’s Easter baskets, 16 men’s hats and 6
ladies Easter pouches, all filled with Easter
goodies!! They have also made well over 400
(closer to 500) masks. Thank you is
not enough for everyone who
worked on and donated to these
outreach ministries.

May blessings from your prayer chain.
Please join us on the 3rd Sunday at the altar
before service, or call the office, 815-469-2220
or Delores, 815-469-5106 so we can lift those in
need up in prayer.
For May Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Pet Food & kitty litter
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Birthday Greetings:
5/2

Lori Krusemark

5/3

Edward Tewes

5/4

Cory Brown

5/5

Laura Pomes

5/6

William Goldsmith

5/7

David VanderLaan

5/8

Jack Lucas

5/8

Marcella Tewes

5/9

Dennis Cleveland

5/9

Jim Rinke

5/12

Jack Reed

5/12

Ernie Rohr

5/15

Nicholas Basham

5/15

James Hellrung

5/16

Brandon Warning

5/17

Sydney Brown

5/17

Tom Shapiro

5/18

Bill Doogan

5/19

Rebecca Cleveland

5/19

Robert Pomes

5/20

Ryan Fleck

5/22

Donna Ellis

5/23

Ryann Olson

5/25

Kaylee Mark

5/26

Cathy Hyman

5/26

Caryn Reinholtz

5/27

Charlotte Tewes

5/29

Veronica Miller

5/29

Michelle Schultz

Wedding Anniversaries:
5/21/1977

David & Cathy Dutro

5/24/1997

John & Shannon Edmondson

5/27/2005

Terry & Corrie Lee

5/16/1987

Ernie & Kellee Rohr

I SURE MISS MY 4TH – 8TH GRADE SUNDAY
SCHOOL STUDENTS!!
It seems like forever since I’ve been able to see all
your sunshiny, smiling faces and hear your laughter.
We’ve missed so many fun times in the last 8 weeks:
two youth group get-togethers, swaying palm
branches as we process in singing “The Palms”, celebrating Holy
Week together, and seeing you all decked out on Easter Sunday!
It looks like it’s going to be awhile before we can get back
together.
I know you’ve tried to stay focused as you busied yourself with
completing your studies online. The weather is starting to get
nicer so soon you’ll be able to get outside and burn off some
energy! Sporting events are being delayed as well and I know
how many of you were looking forward to baseball, softball,
soccer, and other team sports. We all must remember—this will
pass and patience is a virtue.
Since you can’t come to church on Sundays right now, Pastor
Mark has been taping weekly worship services and putting them
on YouTube. You can find them by searching for St. Peter’s
United Church of Christ---Frankfort. Take a minute to focus on
God and watch the weekly service.
Here are a few other ways you can keep Christ-focused during
this time of social distancing:
 Read your bible. You can start on page one of the Old
Testament or go on and start with the New Testament or
read the Psalms. You decide but spend a couple minutes a
day with the word of God.
 Pray. Keep a prayer or gratitude journal to help you focus on
what truly matters.
 Write texts, emails, or letters of encouragement to those who
need your support during this rough time such as the pastor,
teachers, firemen, and police.
Know that you are all in my thoughts and prayers.
And until we can gather together again, remember to
smile and never forget:
“Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of
them, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He will not leave you
or forsake you.” --Deuteronomy 31:6
Yours in the love & name of our Lord & Savior
Jesus Christ,
Mrs. Jennifer Stephen
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25

24

Pentecost Sunday

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And…

31

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And...

Council Meeting, 7pm

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And...

6

E D

Choir, 7:00pm

27

Aurelios Relaying Roosters
Fundraiser
All Day

20

CCC Fellowship Hall

Choir, 7:00pm

Worship & Music 6pm

13

CCC Fellowship Hall

Choir, 7:00pm

W

7

H U

Crocheting Class 7pm

Intermediate Quilting 9am

28

Crocheting Class 7pm

Intermediate Quilting 9am

21

Creamery Relaying
Roosters Fundraiser
Noon-8pm

Crocheting Class 7pm

Intermediate Quilting 9am

14

Crocheting Class 7pm

Intermediate Quilting 9am

T

Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

26

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

CCC Fellowship Hall

19

18

17

12
Open Sew 6:30-9pm

11

5

U E

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

T

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And...

10

Youth Group 10:30am

Missions & Memorials 7pm

Youth & Family 6pm

Worship 9:30am
Communion
Coffee And…

O N

4

M

3

BANG THE BUCKET!!!
All Month for Relay for Life

S

Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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29

Sew What” 9am

22

Council Reports Due A.M

15

“Sew What” 9am

F

2020

2

A T

Sew What” 9am

30

Harp Concert 7:30pm

23

“Sew What” 9am

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
LUMES

16

9

Shower-Kurucar-Ber
11:00 am

“Sew What” 9am

S

Rachael Muenchow
Jim Hellrung
Coffee And…
Kate Dougherty

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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SUNDAYS— (Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month.)
9:30-10:30 am
Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship
10:30 am
“Coffee and…” First Sunday only during the Summer
WEEKLY
Tuesdays:

*Open Sew, 6:30 pm

Wednesdays:

Choir, 7 pm

Thursdays:

Intermediate Quilting, 9am
Crocheting Class, 6:30pm

* All sewing/quilting classes are held in room #213 off of the east parking lot

May at a glance (other than mentioned above):
PLEASE NOTE: ST. PETER’S UCC, IS FOLLOWING FEDERAL,
STATE AND LOCAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE COVID 19
PANDEMIC THAT ALL WORSHIP SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
ARE ON HOLD UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. THE CHURCH
OFFICE WILL ALSO BE CLOSED DURING THIS PERIOD OF
TIME. WHOEVER NEEDS STRENGTH OR COMFORTING
DURING THIS TIME, THE COUNCIL AND PASTOR MARK WILL
BE AVAILABLE AS NEEDED. WE ARE HOPING THAT THE
CANCELLATIONS ARE SHORT TERM AND WE WILL BE BACK TO
REGULAR ACTIVITIES SHORTLY. IN THE MEANTIME, PLEASE
KEEP CHECKING OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK FOR
UPDATES. WE HOPE YOU STAY HEALTHY AND SAFE AND OUR
PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS WITH ALL OF YOU.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
THE CHURCH COUNCIL
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