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From the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Living God, our Creator, the Risen Christ, our
Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit, our Sanctifier.
At the end of this month, on February 26, we begin the holy season of Lent with
Ash Wednesday. Lent is a time that offers us an opportunity to come to terms with
the human condition we may spend the rest of the year running from and it brings our need for a
Savior to the forefront. Like Advent, Lent is a time to open the doors of our hearts a little wider and
understand our Lord a little deeper, so that when Good Friday and eventually Easter comes, it is not
just another day at church but an opportunity to receive the overflowing of graces God has to offer.
But unlike the childlike joy associated with the season of Advent, with its eager anticipation of the
precious baby Jesus, Lent is an intensely penitential time as we examine our sinful natures and return
to the God we have, through our own rebelliousness, hurt time and again. Lent is also an opportunity
to contemplate what our Lord really did for us on the Cross - and it wasn't pretty. But ultimately, the
purpose of Lent does not stop at sadness and despair - it points us to the hope of the Resurrection
and new life in Christ.
Lent is a time associated with sacrifice, and it is a traditional practice to give something up for Lent;
something that will remind us daily of Christ’s sacrifice. As I have shared in the past, rather than give
something up, I add a spiritual practice to my day-to-day routine. As I was prayerfully searching for
what new spiritual practice to use this year, I read an article in the newsletter from Contemplative
Outreach, a group dedicated to the practice of centering prayer, a discipline I have been engaged in
for years. When I read the article by Denis Sheehan, the administrator for Contemplative Outreach, I
found my spiritual practice for this year, kindness. Denis wrote:
“One evening I was on the way to attend my Centering Prayer group when I stopped at a local
convenience store to pick up a cup of coffee. This store is known for having little counter support, so
the people who tend the registers often hear the frustrations of the people waiting in line.
The lady behind the counter was someone who could be easily dismissed. She was overweight,
unkept, and endured one of the most unappreciated jobs on the planet, and it showed.
When it was my turn to pay, I said, “How are you doing today young lady?” and she replied, “I’m fine
how are you?” Sadly, this is a very typical and robotic response and is the
most anticipated interaction of most people in today’s social settings. I decided to take this
opportunity a bit further by replying “Better now that I got to see you.” Her reply stunned me as she
said, “It has been a long time since anyone has said anything that nice to me, thank you.”
At that moment I became aware that many people endure life situations which could be significantly
lightened by a simple word of sincere kindness, and how sad it is that God’s creation is so easily
dismissed. I don’t believe God dismisses anyone, and I pray to be awake enough to refrain from
contributing to the tolerated unhappiness of this world.”
(cont.)
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From the Pastor… cont.
A simple random act of kindness, offering a moment of compassion. Performing deeds of
thoughtfulness, acts that might seem so small and insignificant to us might be the only moment
of kindness and compassion that someone experiences all day. Moments that might help the
receiver feel respected and seen. Moments that might be passed along by others, touching the
lives of myriad individuals. Moments that make the world a little brighter, a little more
compassionate, a little more loving, a little more like the world God created.
This Lenten season I challenge us, the people of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, to each day
offer up one act of kindness to a stranger. It might be a smile, a cheerful hello, opening the door,
a please or thank you. Be creative. Be caring. Be loving. Be compassionate. Be Christ-like. We
look around at a world in chaos and turmoil. A world where hatred and division are everywhere.
A world on the brink of war. We feel hopeless and helpless wondering what we could possibly do
to make any difference. Here is something each of us can do, we can be sowers of the seeds of
kindness. How the seeds might bloom and grow is not for us to control or judge, that is up to the
one who receives our offering. All we can control are our choices and actions; so, let us choose
kindness.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark

Words from your council president, Darrell Stephen
Well…it’s hard to believe February is here already. To most people,
February means we’re still in winter but moving toward spring. For others,
February means Ground Hog’s Day, Valentine’s Day, & President’s Day.
But for those of us on the church council, February means a realignment of the council. At the
February council meeting, we say good-bye to those members leaving after fulfilling their term and
we say hello to those who are newly elected. This year, we are saying good-bye to Stacy Holland, T
-Kay Nagy, and Margie Norman. I personally would like to thank them for their years of service
and a job well done.
Because of the approved change in our Constitution & By-Laws, we will now only have 9
members of council instead of the historic 12. Rachael Muenchow has graciously stepped forward
and has agreed to serve another 3-year term on the council. Kate Dougherty has agreed to fill the
remaining position on the council. Kate has been attending St. Peter’s for a couple of years and she
has jumped right in and has become a very active member.
Another change on the council will be the end of my term as president. I would like to
thank everyone who helped make 2019 be a very successful year for St. Peter’s. Financially, St.
Peter’s ended the year on a very high note. We also made great strides in many projects for
improvements to St. Peter’s. There are so many people who stepped forward and moved us in the
right direction with these projects. Even though I will not be president this next year, I will remain
on council for one more year as I work to keep this momentum going. Please remember that many
hands make for light work. I am filled with gratitude for our St. Peter’s family.
Let’s all make 2020 another great year for St. Peter’s.
Darrell Stephen
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CALLING ALL PARENTS OF
COLLEGE KIDS:

If you have someone in college
who would benefit from a
Valentines Day Box, please give
the information to Andrea Johnson, or Wendy
in the office by February 5, 2020.

Every Sunday during the
month of February, the K.F.C.
youth group will be selling
candy bars to raise funds to
help our local Special
Olympics team to buy new uniforms.
Please stop by the youth group table
during “Coffee And…” to purchase your
candy bars & help us help others!!
Also … on Sunday, February 9, the youth
group will be hosting a bake sale to raise
even more funds for this great cause!

“COMEDY NIGHT”
Come join us February
10th at 6:30 PM as we
watch a video of
Christian comedienne Chonda Pierce. We’ll
laugh at life while we stay focused on how
our Christianity helps us cope with the
rough spots.
BAKE SALE
Sunday, March 22nd, we will
be hosting a bake sale as a
fundraiser. The ‘Sew What’
ladies will also be hosting a spring boutique.
Plan on baking your favorite cakes, candies
& goodies to donate. See Helen Simpkins or
Carol Bracken with questions.

SHEPHERD’S TABLE
On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the month, St.
Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at Shepherd’s
Table, Joliet. We invite our congregation and
friends to join us in this humbling service to
our community.
2020 dates:
Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday

3/30
4/30
6/29
7/30
8/31
10/29
11/30
12/31

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
NEEDED!!!
The Christian Education Department is
looking for additional teachers, helpers &
substitute teachers. Team teaching is always
an option. We desperately need to create a
3rd-5th grade class. The curriculum is easy to
follow and comes with lots of great teaching
material! If you could teach or help even one
Sunday per month, please contact the church
office or Cathy Dutro, Christian Education
Director, at 815-469-3788 or
cathleendutro@gmail.com.
Proverbs 22:6:
“Train up a child in
the way he should
go: and when he is
old, he will not
depart from it.”

Ash Wednesday Service
February 26, 2020
7pm
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4th—8th grade
Jennifer Stephen
During this month often associated with love, the
K.F.C. youth group has decided they would like to do a
service project to support the local Special Olympics
teams so they can buy new uniforms. The youth have
decided, since February is the month for Valentine’s
Day, to sell candy bars during “Coffee And..” after
worship each Sunday. They also are planning a bake sale for Sunday,
02/09/20 during “Coffee And..” to raise additional funds. Parents’
assistance is needed each Sunday in February to sell candy bars and
especially on Sunday, 02/09 by making and selling baked goods.
3year old—3rd Grade
Cathy Dutro

What we’ll be
studying in
February 2020
February 9
Matthew 5:13-20
February 16
Deuteronomy
30:15-20
February 23
Matthew 17:1-9

This month, we are many faith concepts for the children to learn that focus on love:











Worship with all your heart
Pray genuinely
Love your church
Believe God loves you
Remember the stories of Jesus
See Christ in the people around you
Share God’s love with others
Open your heart to the Spirit
Give comfort to others
Let God make your life wonderful

During the lesson on the transfiguration, we remind the children that God comes to us
quietly, gently, that we may draw near and not be afraid—as a parent does with their
children.

MOVIE NIGHT

Plan on joining us on
Thursdays, April 16th
& April 30th, at 6:30
for ‘Movie Night’. We’ll be watching the film
Do You Believe? Here’s a little intro to the
movie: When a pastor is shaken by the
visible faith of a street corner preacher,
he is reminded that true belief always
requires action. His response ignites a
journey that impacts everyone it
touches in ways that only God could
orchestrate.

ADDITIONAL UPCOMING SUMMER/FALL
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP HOLIDAY
EVENTS:
(more details to come as these dates get
closer)
*SUMMER READING BOOK CLUB WITH
FALL DISCUSSION
*THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS
*MAKING LAP BLANKETS FOR HOSPICE
PATIENTS
*CHRISTMAS PARTY
*COOKIE SALE
*POINSETTIA DELIVERY
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The Relaying Roosters of St Peter's UCC is forming for 2020! The
actual event is Saturday, June 20th 2020 at Lincoln-Way North on Harlem
Avenue. We have a lot of great stuff lined up before then.
We have some benefit dates set up for local businesses where you
go eat and the companies have agreed to donate a percentage of the
sales to our team. You will need to bring flyers or show them on your
phone. We will have them at the church, in the KEY, bulletin, and posted on Facebook as
the events get closer. We have Buffalo Wild Wings (Frankfort) set up for Tuesday March
2nd and Thursday March 4th, Culvers (Frankfort) on Thursday April 23rd from 5pm-8pm. This
one we need 4 volunteers to help deliver food to tables, it would be great if we get
enough people so we can break it up to where no one has to stay the whole 3 hours.
Then Creamery (Frankfort) Thursday May 14th Noon-8pm. This one I am asking if anyone
can help walk over by the ball fields to pass out flyers. Lastly is Aurelios (Frankfort)
Wednesday May 21st all day. The way these benefits work is the more we get the word
out and people go the more successful it will be.
Also in May we will be doing bang the bucket to help raise money. We are going
to be putting baskets together for the silent auction if you would like to donate anything
just let me know.
I am excited for this year we have so much going on to help raise money for the
American Cancer Society. The American Cancer Society is the nationwide communitybased voluntary health organization dedicated to eliminating cancer as a major health
problem by preventing cancer, saving lives, and diminishing suffering from cancer,
through research, education, advocacy, and service. Please go online and register to be
on our team at relayforlife.org put in 60423 as zip code then the event is Relay for Life of
Greater Will County. Our team name is Relaying Roosters of St Peters UCC the team
Captain is Cheryl Miller. If you have any questions or need help joining
the team online. Please feel free to contact myself.
Together we can make a difference for so many people!
Cheryl Miller

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP ‘MOVIE’
NIGHT
Ladies - Come join us for fellowship
and lots of laughs!!
February 10, 2020 @ 6:30 pm in the
Friendship room, we will be watching a
comedy video from Christian Comedian
Chonda Pierce!
Come spend some
time with us as we
find a way to laugh at
life while sharing our
faith with others!

K.F.C. TO RAISE FUNDS FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS

Every Sunday during the month of February, the
K.F.C. youth group will be selling candy bars to raise funds
to help our local Special Olympics team buy new uniforms.
Please stop by the youth group table
during “Coffee And…” to purchase your
candy bars & help us help others!!
Also, on Sunday, February 9th, just in
time for Valentine’s Day, the youth group will be hosting a
bake sale to raise even more funds for this great cause.
Plan on stopping in Fellowship Hall on
February 9th and buy some sweets for your
sweetheart!
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In our prayers…

February blessings from your prayer chain.

Adam Carlson, Steve Comstock, Margaret
DeLaughter, Kay Fredin, Jill Hossbach, Alice
Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, Gordon Nelson,
Diane Peterson, Charlotte Pfuhl, Helen Rachford,
John Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanore Stewart,
Brogan Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes, Dick
Trevarthan, Richard Walsh. Also, all service
personnel, including: Kevin Rutolo, Capt. Carson
Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel, Major Steven Krippel,
Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous
needs and requests.Thank God for all answered
prayers!

Please join us on the 3rd Sunday at the altar
before service, or call the office,
815-469-2220 or Delores, 815-469-5106 so we
can lift those in need up in prayer.

For February Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Cookie/Cake Mixes
Frosting

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and guests!
The coffee mugs, new and improved, are back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn, receive a mug
courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

Vision statement of
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ:
To become an open, loving, and welcoming
community striving to reflect God’s love for all
creation.
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 9am - 1pm

Attendance:
1/5
1/12
1/19
1/26

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
LUMES
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and friendly fellowship!!!
February Responsibilities
USHERS:

Dianne Schultz
Darrell Stephen

COFFEE AND…

Membership & Evangelism

LITURGIST:

2/23 Paul Muenchow

As a safety precaution, all exterior
doors, EXCEPT FOR THE SANCTUARY
doors will be locked at 9:45 am on
Sunday’s.
Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

86
70
62
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Birthday Greetings:

Wedding Anniversaries:

2/1/

2/1/1964

Paul & Carol Heilstedt

2/18/1950

Edward & Marcella Tewes

2/24/1993

Lyle & Sylvia Tewes

George Dalen
Joshua Dalen
Dale Krohn
Raquel Schimanski

2/3

Isabella Lattz

2/6

Thomas Hossbach

2/7

James Ber
Craig Brown

2/8

Laura Batson

2/10

Mary Muenchow
Elizabeth Rieder

2/11

Daniel Tewes
Sophia Wilda

2/12

Camille Cleveland

2/13

Susan Lynch

2/14

Corrie Lee

2/16

Thomas Bettenhausen

2/17

Denise Bettenhausen
Muriel Long

2/18

Stacy Holland

2/20

Margaret Norman

2/21

Betty Hossbach
T-Kay Nagy

2/23

John Schneider

2/25

Lena Olson

2/26

Jamie Kealey

2/27

Jane Stone

2/28

Barbara Haack
Wayne Hossbach

January was a blizzard of learning for
the St. Peter's preschoolers! We have
learned about the color blue, winter,
and penguins. The 3's learned about
Noah's Ark and the 4's learned the
story of the Good Samaritan.
Registration for the 2020-21 school year has begun!
Next year St. Peter's Preschool will have two 2 year
old classes; two 3 year old classes; one 3 1/2 year old
class; and three 4 year old classes. Currently we have
registered 95 students! For more information, please
see our website www.stpeters-preschool.com or email
mrsb@stpeters-preschool.com.

President’s Day, February 17,
2020. Office Closed
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Lions Eye Testing
Preschool/Montessori

24

23

Worship 9:30am
Council Installation
Coffee And...

PRESIDENT’S DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

SYSO Chamber Concert 4pm

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

25

Ash Wednesday Service,
7pm

Choir, 8pm

26

Choir, 7pm

Council Meeting, 7pm

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And...

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

19

18

17

16

M&M Meeting 7pm

Worship & Music Meeting,
6pm

12

Compassionate Life Class
7pm

Intermediate Quilting 9am

27

Compassionate Life Class
7pm

Intermediate Quilting 9am

20

Compassionate Life Class
7pm

Intermediate Quilting 9am

13

Compassionate Life Class
7pm

6
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Valentine’s Day Addresses
DUE

T

Intermediate Quilting 9am

5

E D

Choir, 7pm

W

Choir, 7pm

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

11

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

T

Youth Group Bake Sale
10:30am

Women’s Fellowship
Comedy Night 6:30pm

CCC Fellowship Hall
7am-noon

10

9

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And…
Edwards Baptism

Youth & Family Meeting
6pm

O N

Worship 9:30am
Communion
Coffee And...

M

3

U N

2

S

Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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KEY ARTICLES DUE

Sew What” 9am

21

VALENTINES DAY!

Council Reports Due A.M

14

“Sew What” 9am

F

2020
1

A T

Sew What” 9am

29

22

“Sew What” 9am

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
LUMES

15

8

“Sew What” 9am

S

Dianne Schultz
Darrell Stephen
Coffee And…
Membership & Evangelism

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

Februa ry 2 02 0

SUNDAYS— (Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month.)
9:30-10:30 am
Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship
10:30 am
“Coffee and…” First Sunday only during the Summer
WEEKLY
Tuesdays:
Wednesdays:

*Open Sew, 6:30 pm
Intermediate Quilting, 9am
Compassionate Life Class, 7pm
Choir, 7 pm

* All sewing/quilting classes are held in room #213 off of the east parking lot

February at a glance (other than mentioned above):
February 1

9:00 am

“Sew What”

February 3

6:00 pm

Youth & Family Meeting

February 5

9:00 am

College Valentines Address’s DUE

February 7

9:00 am

“Sew What”

February 9

10:30 am

Youth Group Bake Sale

February 10

6:30 pm

Women’s Fellowship Comedy Night

February 12

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting
Missions & Memorials Meeting

February 14

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

February 15

8:00 am
9:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Lumes
“Sew What”

February 16

4:00 pm

SYSO Chamber Concert

February 17

All Day

President’s Day, Office Closed

February 21

9:00 am
9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE
“Sew What”

February 23

9:30 am

New Council Installation

February 26

7:00 pm

Ash Wednesday Service

February 29

9:00 am

“Sew What”
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