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In the Life of Our Congregation … from the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the One who was born Prince of Peace, the One born to be the hope of the
world.
I am sitting in my office listening to one of the many playlists of Christmas music I have loaded on to my
iPod. It is a playlist of 159 (10 hours) of peaceful, mostly instrumental carols that include both sacred and
secular songs. I have three other Christmas playlists, each created to enhance a mood or atmosphere. I
have 331 Christmas CD’s. This is 2400 Christmas songs on my iPod, which equates to over 350 hours of
Christmas music. When a new Christmas CD comes out, I feel compelled to purchase it and add it to my
ever-growing collection. I have Christmas music by Manheim Steamroller, Amy Grant, Nat King Cole, Bing
Crosby, Mitch Miller, Celtic Woman, Julie Andrews, and John Denver & the Muppets, to name just a few
of the artists who fill out my collection. The songs of Christmas are very important to me for several
reasons.
The first is that many are the stories of our faith. Like all Christian hymns, Christmas carols were written
to tell the Biblical stories, in particular the stories of Christ’s nativity, in song. Through the use of music,
the narratives concerning Jesus’ birth found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke come alive. When you
hear the haunting strains of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel you can almost feel the pain and anguish of the
people of ancient Israel who were awaiting the coming of the One promised by God; the One God would
send to redeem them and bring their long-endured suffering to an end. When you sing Angels We Have
Heard on High you can almost feel yourself amongst the shepherds who were staring with wonder up to
the skies; the skies that were filled with the heavenly hosts; the heavenly hosts who were singing
joyously “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!". If
you close your eyes and open your imagination you can feel the night cold, you can smell the sheep that
the shepherds so fiercely protected, you can see the lights from the homes of the little town of
Bethlehem that lies down in the valley.
The second reason that the music of Christmas is so meaningful to me is that it conveys the awe, the
wonder, and the mystery of the holiday in a way that just reading the stories cannot. The carols of
Christmas elicit an emotional response that hearing or reading the stories cannot duplicate. No matter
how down I might be, I cannot help but smile when I hear Joy to the World. I am powerless to resist
singing along when Do You Hear What I Hear? comes on. I have shared in previous years that hearing
Silent Night, Holy Night always brings a lump to my throat, and I am always brought to tears when it is
sung by candlelight during the Christmas Eve service.
The final reason that Christmas music is so important to me is because it always reminds me of my
father. Christmas was always a special time of year for my dad. When I listen to Christmas carols I am
often filled with images and memories of my childhood and the many wonderful Christmases my family
shared. I remember the family dressing up and taking the Rapid Transit (Cleveland’s Metrolink) and
going to meet my dad at work, and then going to see the Christmas lights and displays at the downtown
department stores. I am taken back to being bundled in coats, scarves, and mittens so that we could go
from tree lot to tree lot searching to find the perfect Christmas tree. I remember the many Christmas
concerts my parents attended from Jr. High Chorus to Sr. High Concert Choir when we performed many
sacred and holy songs that would not be allowed in public schools today. I relive the many years of going
to Brookpark Community Church of the Brethren for candlelight Christmas Eve service where we would
gather with friends celebrating the birth of our Savior. A wave of memories comes as I remember having
(cont.)
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to wait until my parents would get out of bed on Christmas morning so that we could see what
wonders had been placed under the Christmas tree so meticulously decorated. In later years, my
mother would tell us that dad was awake before we were, and she had to keep him from waking us.
Each Christmas we would sit around the tree and dad would play Santa, handing out the gifts,
waiting until each one was opened and admired before passing out the next. The first Christmas
Kathy spent with my family after we were married, she was amazed at the bounty of gifts that were
under the tree. When she commented on it my mother told her: “Ted (my dad) tends to go a little
overboard at Christmas.” I remember with great fondness the first Christmas after Nicholas was
born when I was able to be Santa and continue the tradition.
My children have instituted a rule that Christmas music may not be played at home before the
Thanksgiving dinner is over, but that doesn’t keep me from playing it at my office (which usually
begins right after Halloween). My father is responsible for making me the “Christmas Monster” (my
children’s phrase) that I am today. There can never be too many decorations, too much food, too
many gifts, too many friends, and the music of Christmas cannot begin too early.
May the music of this blessed and holy season fill your hearts and touch your souls and help you
experience Christmas in wondrous ways. I wish for all of you and your loved ones a very merry
Christmas and a faithful New Year.
May the Blessings and Peace of the Season
be with you and yours throughout the whole year,
Pastor Mark

New Council Spotlight
Rick Johnson
Hello. My name is Rick Johnson. Andrea, my wife of 35 years, and I have attended St. Peter’s for
over 20 years. We have two children, Corey (married to Samantha with a daughter Eleanor) and
Lindsay, both of whom grew up in the church and were confirmed here.
This is the second time I’ve been on Church Council (last time was in the mid-late 2000’s), having
previously served as Council vice-president. I’ve also had the opportunity to be a member of Special
Gifts, providing stewardship of St. Peter’s endowment, along with several other ministries.
I’m retired from a 35+ year career in engineering and operations management from a local
manufacturing company. Our family also operates a cash grain farm and agricultural seed business
in the area.
My time at St. Peter’s has allowed me the opportunity to be around people who serve our
congregation, our congregation’s ministries and the ministries of our broader faith in remarkable
ways. I’m grateful for the positive influence these people have had on me and also on my family.
The love, care and concern that we feel for each other here at St. Peter’s is remarkable.
It’s a privilege to again serve on Church Council.
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From your Council President … Bruce Wille
As we are entering into the season of celebrating Christ’s birth, we
also are finalizing our stewardship, Faith and Mission campaign.
What does stewardship look like in our lives today? Unfortunately,
many Christians today only associate the idea of stewardship with
sermons they have heard about church budgets and building
programs. Biblical stewardship is about something much more expansive, it is where the
concepts of faith, work and economics intersect. As you fill out your financial, time and talent
pledges here are four basic principles to consider when approaching this year’s stewardship
commitments.
1. The principle of ownership.
The psalmist begins the 24th psalm with, “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the
world, and all who live in it.” Echoing Deuteronomy 8:17, “My power and the strength of my
hands have produced this wealth for me.” But Deuteronomy 8:18 counsels us to think
otherwise: “Remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce
wealth.” Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment
to moment, is given you by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively
to His service, you could not give Him anything that was not in a sense His own already.
2. The principle of responsibility.
Although God gives us “all things richly to enjoy,” nothing is ours. Nothing really belongs to
us. God owns everything; we’re responsible for how we treat it and what we do with it. While
we complain about our rights here on earth, the Bible constantly asks, What about your
responsibilities? Owners have rights; stewards have responsibilities.
3. The principle of accountability.
A steward is one who manages the possessions of another. We are all stewards of the
resources, abilities and opportunities that God has entrusted to our care, and one day each
one of us will be called to give an account for how we have managed what the Master has
given us. Like the servants in the Parable of the Talents, we will be called to give an account
of how we have administered everything we have been given, including our time, money,
abilities, information, wisdom, relationships, and authority. We will all give account to the
rightful owner as to how well we managed the things he has entrusted to us.
4. The principle of reward.
In Colossians 3:23-24 Paul writes: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” We all should long to hear the
master say what he exclaims in Matthew 25:21: “Well done, good and faithful servant! You
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!”
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New Council Spotlight
Dianne Schultz

Dianne (Ebert) Schultz
I am a life-long member of St. Peter’s, having been baptized, confirmed and married at our
beautiful church.
I am a direct descendant of Simon Hohenstein, a charter member of St. Peter’s U.C.C.
My parents were the late Edmund and Velma Ebert. They were both active members here.
I am married to Bob Schultz. We are both enjoying the life of being retired, he from St.
Joseph Hospital and me from teaching at Rockdale Public School, Jr. High Cross-Categorical Special
Education. Bob is also retired from the Navy.
We have two sons. Craig and Todd (Michelle).
The joys of our life are our grandsons, Caleb (5) and Carter (3). We are so fortunate to be
with them often as we babysit at least once a week
I am also a member of the Committee on Ministry for the Eastern Association of the United
Church of Christ, as well as the Treasurer for KWIL ladies group for the United Church of Christ.
I am currently on Council, serving as Vice-President, I am on the Music & Worship Committee,
the Missions & Memorials Committee and the Quilting group. I have also served in the capacity of
President and Secretary for the Women’s Fellowship. I taught Sunday School for 23 years.
I am a choir member, but am currently taking time off because of throat issues.
I attended Frankfort grade school and Lincoln-Way Central High School. I received my
Associate Degree at Joliet Junior College, I received my Bachelor’s Degree in Education at
Governor’s State University and I received my Master’s Degree in Special Education at Governors
State University.
St. Peter’s is a beautiful, loving church. I am proud to be a member of our church council –
representing our congregation.
Here’s wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Blessings to All.

All women of St. Peter’s are invited to attend the
Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party
Monday, December 3rd at 6:30 PM.
Chicken will be provided, please bring a dish to share.
We’ll be playing bingo so please bring a WRAPPED
‘white elephant’ gift as a prize.
Please plan on joining us for a fun-filled, relaxing, and joyous night as we celebrate the
birth of our Lord together!!
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SHEPHERD’S TABLE

Still looking for buyers
for Piano’s & Pews!!
If interested, please see a
council or Facilities
member!

On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the month, St.
Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at Shepherd’s Table,
Joliet. We invite our congregation and friends to join
us in this humbling service to our
community.
2018date:

Monday, 12/31

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

Frankfort Brass Band will be
performing at St. Peter’s on
Saturday, December 15 at
6:30pm!
Don’t miss a great show!

Feed My Starving Children
The LAMP 2018 event in October was another great success and we appreciate all of your help with
funding and packing the food. The Lamp program met their goal of $29,082 to provide 132,192
meals which will potentially feed 362 kids for an ENTIRE year. Here are the details of the shipment:
360 boxes (77,760 meals) were shipped to the Philippines
36 boxes (7,776 meals) shipped to the Dominican Republic
216 boxes (46,656 meals) shipped to Haiti
Thank you for helping to feed desperately hungry kids.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!! Remember to
Support St. Peter’s with your Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265
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Both Classes:

As you can see from the column on the
right, we utilize some class time in
December to practice/present the
Christmas program and to celebrate the
birth of Jesus. The Christmas program
takes place during church service on Sunday, December 09th. While we
usually do not have Sunday school on the first Sunday of each month,
children in grades 2 - 8 will be having practice during worship on Sunday,
December 2nd. We also have a full rehearsal on the Saturday prior to the
program, Saturday, December 08th, from 9:30 – 11:00. The program this year
is entitled “An Emoji Christmas.” This program has minimal speaking parts
(which the children like) but is based on the current practice of use of
emojis and has a couple of ‘updated’ carols and some sing-a-longs with the
congregation. As is tradition, the 3 year olds through first graders will be
singing ‘Away in a manger’—always a hit!!
Saturday 12/08, 09:30 – 11:00 am ---Christmas program practice for ALL
children.
Sunday 12/09—During worship service, the children will present their gift of
a Christmas program, “An Emoji Christmas.”

What we’ll be
studying in
December, 2018
December 2
Family Worship
Christmas
Program Practice
2nd-8th grade
December 9
CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM
December 16
Luke 3:7-18
December 23
Luke 1:39-45
December 30
Luke 2:41-52

Sunday 12/09—Immediately following service, there will be a cookie sale and
boutique. Donations of cookies can be dropped off on Saturday, 12/08
from 9:00 – 12:00 or Sunday morning.
Monday 12/24 ---Christmas Eve services at 6:30 pm & 11:00 pm.

There’s More to Christmas…
Author Unknown
There’s more, much more to Christmas
Than candlelight and cheer;
It’s the spirit of sweet friendship
That brightens all the year;
It’s thoughtfulness and kindness,
It’s hope reborn again,
For peace, for understanding,
For goodwill to men!
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Christmas Poinsettia’s
Again this year we will be ordering poinsettias for the
Christmas Eve Service. The beautiful vibrant red
poinsettia’s will be available for $9.00 per plant.
The plants will be available to take after the 11:00pm service on Christmas Eve.
If you wish to place an order for Christmas Poinsettia’s please complete the order form below.
_______________# of Plants Ordered

________________ Amount Paid

Order placed by: __________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of: _____________________________________________________
By _______________________________________________________________
In Honor of: _____________________________________________________________
By _______________________________________________________________
In Celebration of: _________________________________________________________
By _______________________________________________________________
Orders can be placed in the offering plate or given to the church office.
Questions: Call the church office at 815-469-2220

LAST DAY TO ORDER --- DECEMBER 13, 2018

WHAT:

The Milligans’ Annual Christmas Open House

WHERE: The St. Peter’s UCC Parsonage
8 West Sauk Trail, Frankfort, IL
WHEN:

Friday, December 14 @ 6:00pm

WHO:
All our friends and family.
Come dressed in your finest holiday garb,
bring a dish to share and a joyous holiday spirit
as we gather for an evening of festive food and
merriment.
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In our prayers…

Greetings from your prayer chain:

Adam Carlson, Steve Comstock, Margaret DeLaughter,
Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, Linda Klier,
Virginia Osmus, Gordon Nelson, Charlotte Pfuhl, Helen
Rachford, Lois Schoen, John Schneider, Renee Smith,
Eleanor Stewart, Brogan Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed
Tewes, Richard Walsh., Robert Yehnert Also, all service
personnel, including: Kevin Rutolo, Capt. Carson
Cleveland, Lt. Jr. Grade Kelsey DePorto Lopez, Major
Jodi Krippel, Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr.
Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests.
Thank God for all answered prayers!

Merry Christmas and Blessings from the
Prayer Chain.
Please call the office, 815-469-2220 or
Delores, 815-469-5106.

For DECEMBER Missions & Memorials is
collecting:

Paper Towels
Napkins

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net

Dish cleaning
detergent

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!

Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and guests!
The coffee mugs, new and improved, are back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn, receive a mug
courtesy of St. Peter’s.

December Responsibilities
USHERS:
T-Kay Nagy
Sylvia Tewes
COFFEE AND…
Darrell Stephen
LITURGIST:

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

Vision statement of St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ: To become an open, loving, and
welcoming community striving to reflect God’s
love for all creation.
Vision Statement Ministry Team:
Cheryl Howard
Joey Sparenberg
Paul Muenchow
Lyle Tewes
T-Kay Nagy
Rev. Tom Norwalk
Helen Simpkins
Rev. Mark Milligan

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
Kup-a-Joe’s
8:00 am
Come for good food, lively
conversation and friendly
fellowship!!!
Please note: St. Peter’s new website address is:
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
New email:
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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Birthday Greetings:
12/2

Sarah Senesac

12/3

Kaile Rudy

12/5

Larry Eisenbrandt
Payton Lee

12/6

Liane Bergmann
Barbara Niedermeier

12/7

Carol Bracken
Raymond Isbell

12/8

Nancy Bennett
Corey Johnson
Bradley Stone

12/9

Amy Lasley
Yvonne Piepenbrink
Ilse Vogelmann

12/10 Margaret DeLaughter
12/13 Allison Breakey
George Kratzenberg
12/14 Scott Bettenhausen
12/15 Lynne Doogan
Rebecca Schweisow
Bruce Stone
12/16 Paul Heilstedt
12/17 Erin Breakey
12/18 Annie Flowers
Alice Janssen
12/19 Kristin Basham
Benjamin Michau

December 2018

Wedding Anniversaries:
12/3/2005

Geoff & Jennifer Lucas

12/5/1999

Steve & Kim Comstock

12/16/1967

Bill & Lynne Doogan

12/18/1965

Larry & Joanne Nice

12/27/1970

James & Stacy Holland

12/28/1957

Donald & Lois Cranfill

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP UPCOMING EVENTS
Christmas Party on Monday December 3 @ 6:30 PM
Join us for great food and fellowship as we celebrate our
Savior’s birth. A free-will offering will be taken to benefit the
Ronald McDonald Charities houses.
We will be playing Bingo, so please bring a WRAPPED
White Elephant Gift for a prize!!!
Watch the weekly church bulletins and monthly KEY
newsletters for updated information.
We look forward to spending time together in service to
Christ.
Questions? Contact the Cathy
Dutro (815-469-3788), the
church office (815-469-2220),
or Jennifer Stephen
(815-469-4509).

ATTENTION COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
YOUR YEAR END REPORTS FOR THE ANNUAL
REPORT ARE DUE JANUARY 7TH!

12/21 Madeline Hellrung
12/23 Calvin Muenchow
12/24 Krista Frank
12/29 Dawn Senesac

Undy Sunday
Catholic Charities wants to thank St.
Peter’s for participating in the 16th
annual Undy Sunday collection. The
organization collected an enormous
amount of underwear, socks, undershirts, and diapers for
individuals who live with very low-incomes. Again Thank You
to everyone for supporting our Undy Sunday project.
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31

Shepherd’s Table 8:15am

30

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And…10:30 am

Christmas Eve
6:30 pm
11:00 pm

24

22

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And…10:30 am

The Music Connection—
Sanctuary 2-8:30pm

Council Meeting, 7pm

17

10

3
Women’s Fellowship
Christmas Party 6:30pm

M

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And… 10:30am
Lincoln-Way West Madrigals
10:35 am

16

KFC 10:30am

Worship 9:30am
Sunday School Christmas
Program
Cookie & Craft Sale 10:30am

9

Caroling@Clarendale, 11pm

Worship 9:30 am
Communion
Coffee And… 10:30am

S

Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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CHRISTMAS
DAY
OFFICE

25

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

18

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

11

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

Boiler Inspection 9:30am
(Ryan)

T

5

E D

Choir 7pm

26

Choir 7pm

19

Choir 7pm

12

Choir 7pm

W

6

H U

7

R I

27

Revelation Study - 10am

28

Key Articles DUE

Sew What” 9am

21

Milligan Christmas Party
6pm
Poinsettia Orders DUE

20

Council Reports Due A.M

14

“Sew What” 9am

F

Revelation Study - 10am

13

Revelation Study - 10am

T

2018
1

A T

29

22

Frankfort Brass Band
6:30 pm

“Sew What” 9am

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
Kup-a-Joe’s

15

8

“Sew What” 9am

S

Ushers this month are:
T-Kay Nagy
Sylva Tewes

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

December 2018
Address Service Requested.

SUNDAYS— (Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month.)
9:30-10:30 am
Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship - Nursery care provided
10:30 am
“Coffee and…” First Sunday only during the Summer
WEEKLY
Tuesdays:

*Open Sew, 6:30 pm

Wednesdays:

Choir, 7 pm

Thursdays:

Bible Study, Revelation, 10:00 am

* All sewing/quilting classes are held in room #213 off of the east parking lot
12,1

9:00 am

“Sew What”

12.2

11;00 am

Caroling at Clarendale

12.3

6:30 pm

Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party

12.7

9:00 am

“Sew What”

12.9

9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship, Children’s Pageant
Craft Boutique/Cookie Sale

12.13

9:00 am

Poinsettia Orders

12.14

9:00 am
6:00 pm

Council Reports
Milligan Christmas Party

12.15

8:00 am
9:00 am
6:30 pm

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
“Sew What”
Frankfort Brass Band

12.16

10:30 am

Lincoln-Way West Madrigals

12.17

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

12.21

9:00 am
9:00 am

Key Articles DUE
“Sew What”

12/24

6:30 pm
11:00 pm

Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Eve Service

12.31

8:15 am

Shepherd’s Table
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