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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

December 2020

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus, whose birth we prepare to joyously celebrate.
Being a Jew living in Israel in first century Palestine was a hard life. To begin with, they lived under the
weight of Roman occupation. There was little protection or respect for anyone that was not Roman, and
they viewed the world in general, and its people, as things to be used to protect and sustain the glory of
Rome and the emperor. While this was bad enough, the Jews had the added burden of living under the rule
of King Herod. He was a megalomaniac despot with visions of grandeur. He surrounded himself with
toadies and sycophants that fawned over him living in fear of what might happen if they fell out of the
king’s favor. He lived a lavish lifestyle paid for by the blood and sweat of the population. All this, while
most people struggled just to exist, and they resigned themselves to their lot in life.
It was in this time and place of such turmoil, pain, and suffering that God sent an angel with a message for
God’s people. The message was delivered not to the mighty and powerful, but rather, to the humble and
lowly, to shepherds. These were men whose lives were harder than most. They spent their lives working in
the heat of day and the cold of the cold of night. They put their lives at risk fighting off wild animals and
dangerous rustlers. Their job was never ending, to the point where they could not get away even to celebrate
the high holy days of their faith at the Temple.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people…
(Luke 2:8-10)
Great joy? This was not something the shepherds were accustomed to experiencing. Despair,
disappointment, sorrow, yes, but not joy. What news could possibly bring joy to people living lives of
servitude and suffering?
…to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
(Luke 2:11-14)
The Messiah was born!!! The long-awaited fulfillment of God’s promise to send the One that would lead the
world on a new path away from sin and darkness towards goodness and light. The world that would usher
in God’s Kingdom on Earth as it is in Heaven. A world where all creation would share in the bounties of
God’s blessings, where no one would want, where no one would be forgotten. This was something that
could bring joy, true and complete joy, to even people as lowly and forgotten as the shepherds.
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying
in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured
all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.
(Luke 2:15-20)
(cont.)
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They were so overcome with joy that they were compelled to leave their flocks and run down the hills into
the town of Bethlehem. They had to see for themselves the wonder of God’s promise to humanity brought
forth in human form. They felt the uncontrollable need to share their story of wonder and joy with anyone
who would listen. In their exuberance they forgot all the cares and worries, the pain and suffering of their
day to day existence and offer words of glory, thanks, and praise to God. I can only imagine that the joy
that had experienced that sacred and holy night stayed with them all the days of their lives and helped them
through the darkest valleys.
Today, we are experiencing our own time of darkness and suffering – Covid-19. It has brought pain and
suffering our country and entire world. As I write this there are 11.4 million confirmed cases in the USA,
and more than 250,000 souls have been lost to the virus. People are out of work and businesses are closing.
We have been told to shelter in place, to isolate ourselves. Our only contact with loved ones, family and
friends, are video calls or Zoom gatherings. It is causing a sense of hopelessness and malaise to infect so
many. And now, as we enter the seasons of Advent and Christmas these feelings are even more
exacerbated. This is when we need to go back to the story of the first Christmas. We need to pay special
attention to the shepherds, to how they, in a world and situation with much less hope that we have today,
they could hear God’s words of hope brought by the angel. We must read how they heard these words, and
most importantly, how they shared them to help bring joy and hope to others.
Right now, the world is in a dark place. This is a time when Christians around the world need to share the
message that even now can cause people to hear God’s words of hope that can drive away despair and
move all to offer God thanks and praise. Let us have the strength and courage to live our faith, to be
shepherds to a world in need. To share a message of hope and joy that is as real today in our world as it was
some 2000 years ago on that night in the hills outside Bethlehem:
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
(Luke 2:10b-14)
I pray that you and your loved ones have a blessed Advent, a joyous
Christmas and a faithful
New Year.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
NOTE: Please remember that face masks are required for the entire
service on the first Sunday of the month.
For December Missions &
Memorials is collecting:
Paper Towels
Napkins
Dish cleaning soap
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From Your Council President, Bruce Wille
Gratitude
We have just finished our Thanksgiving celebrations without distant family and friends
because of the pandemic. This frightens us. We also are awaiting the results from the electoral
college on an election of anxiety, division and hatred. We presently are looking forward to a
Christmas season with questionable in-house worship, no children’s Christmas program, no
Madrigals, and no joyful Christmas hymns being sung, causing stress and major depression.
Instead let us look back to the real meaning of Thanksgiving: Gratitude and Thanks.
These are not just clichés; they are activities that research shows may enhance our
quality of life. The health benefits of practicing gratitude are wide-ranging — and maybe even a
bit surprising.
 Improving our immune system: the practice of gratitude can improve immune function,
according to the American Heart Association. This is especially important during the COVID19 crisis, since people with compromised immune systems face a high risk of becoming
severely ill from coronavirus.
 Lowering our risk of mental health issue: studies have shown that people who practiced
gratitude showed a significantly lower risk for major depression, generalized anxiety disorder
and substance dependence and abuse, according to the National Alliance on Mental Illness.
 Getting a handle on stress: focusing on positive emotions can help improve our ability to cope
with stress, according to the National Institutes of Health.
 Setting ourselves up for success: in clinical trials, grateful people have been shown to
exercise more and eat healthier diets.
Cultivating thankfulness is not homework, and it does not require much time or energy. You
can start small by taking a few moments to notice things that are going well in your life and give
God thanks for them. Make a habit of writing down the things you are grateful for. It does not
have to be a long list, but if you regularly challenge yourself to identify and name your gratitude,
and give thanks to God, you may begin to notice improvement in your emotional well-being.
Here is a list of my gratitudes at Saint Peter’s:
 One place that is safe and relaxes me:
Saint Peter’s sanctuary, it is a safe, peaceful, and relaxing place to be grateful.


Three things I enjoy:
The music at Saint Peter’s (organ, choir, brass band, bells, etc.).
The people and fellowship at Saint Peter’s
The caring for each other at Saint Peter’s



Three things I am looking forward to:
The sun light coming through the stained glass windows
The beautiful gardens surrounding the church
The children playing in the playground behind the pre-school



People I love and who love me:
My wife, Rosie
People at Saint Peter’s

Before falling asleep, take a moment to think about the positive things that happened during
your day. In times of crisis, it’s important to stay connected to others; among its many other
benefits, gratitude can help with this, too. The more selfless you are, the more you may get out
of it. Research shows that you may feel happier and more satisfied with life when you volunteer.
While we again are presently suspending ONSITE Worship at St. Peter's until further notice, it is
the people that are the biggest gratitude of the church. Let’s give God thanks for these
gratitudes.
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In accordance with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps will
be implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and available
on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube
channel and Facebook page. The first Sunday of the month has been dedicated to a “all mask
worship.”
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with 100
degree or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required when entering and exiting the church. Masks and gloves will be
available if you forget yours. They may be removed during the worship service.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people from
the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from back to
front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If you
can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what
week(s) you are available.
For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 There will be no congregational hymns, prayers, or responses. There will be a liturgist to
represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by serving as
an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you are available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app (GivePlus).
There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope in the plate
through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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We are working to find the most efficient ways of staying in contact with the
members and friends of St. Peter’s UCC, especially during these turbulent times
when situations can change in a matter of hours. We are working to update our
records so that we can get any needed information to you as quickly as possible.
With this in mind, we are asking that you contact the church (815-469-2220 or
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with your email address and cell phone number.
If you do not have a computer or cell phone, please let us know the best way to
be in contact with you by telling us what phone number to use as we establish a phone chain. It is
essential that we have the correct contact information so that you can be notified of any
important events or developments in the life our church.

St. Peters will once again be ordering poinsettias for the
Christmas Eve Service. The beautiful vibrant red poinsettias
will be available for $9.00 per plant.
The plants will be available to take after the last service on
Christmas Eve.
If you wish to place an order for Christmas Poinsettias please complete the order form below.
_______________# of Plants Ordered

________________ Amount Paid

Order placed by: __________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of: _____________________________________________________
By _______________________________________________________________
In Honor of: _____________________________________________________________
By _______________________________________________________________
In Celebration of: _________________________________________________________
By _______________________________________________________________
Orders can be emailed, mailed or given to the church office.
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
Questions: Call the church office at 815-469-2220

LAST DAY TO ORDER --- DECEMBER 13, 2020
December Responsibilities
USHERS:

The Church Council

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
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Birthday Greetings:

Wedding Anniversaries:

12/1

Britt Cleveland

12/3/2005

Geoff & Jennifer Lucas

12/3

Kaile Rudy

12/5/1999

Steve & Kim Comstock

12/16/1967

Bill & Lynne Doogan

12/5

Larry Eisenbrandt
Payton Lee

12/18/1965

Larry & Joanne Nice

12/27/1970

Jim & Stacy Holland

12/6

Liane Bergmann

12/28/1957

Donald & Lois Cranfill

12/7

Carol Bracken

12/8

Nancy Bennett
Corey Johnson

12/9

Amy Lasley
Yvonne Piepenbrink
Ilse Vogelmann

12/10 Margaret DeLaughter
12/13 George Kratzenberg
12/14 Scott Bettenhausen
12/15 Lynne Doogan
Bruce Stone
12/16 Paul Heilstedt
12/18 Annie Flowers
Alice Janssen
12/19 Kristin Basham
12/21 Maddie Hellrung
12/23 Calvin Muenchow
12/24 Krista Frank
12/27 Crosby Cleveland
Mary Beth Deady

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways
members could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and
general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We
investigated different options and have implemented online
giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have
helped us set up receiving donations via a text
number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447) , a
phone app (GivePlus), and soon - on our website .
It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic
withdrawals from a checking or savings account.
This option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something
in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just
put a note on the flap - online donation!
St. Peter's preschoolers have had a month of being
thankful and grateful!
We are grateful for the time we have been able to
stay in school to learn and play with our friends.
While the virus is surging in our area, we have families who have stepped up and been cautious when
sending their children to school. This has kept our
school as safe as we can be along with everyone wearing masks,
sanitizing hands, furniture and learning materials.
We are thankful for the beautiful weather ~ we have been able to
be outside to play with our friends almost every day! We are
thankful for the stories, the projects, and the learning our teachers prepared for us to learn about Thanksgiving.
We hope everyone has a special Thanksgiving and remembers how
much we have to be thankful and grateful for!
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Clarence Carlson Steve Comstock,
Margaret DeLaughter, Karen DePorto, Shirley
Drobnak, Dale Ebert, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Lisa
Hellriegel & Family, Jill Hossbach, Alice Janssen,
Lindsay Johnson & Family, the Nelson Family, Diane
Peterson, Charlotte Pfuhl, Mike Porter, Helen
Rachford, John Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanore
Stewart, Brogan Stillmann, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes,
Dick Trevarthan, Richard Walsh. Also, all service
personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin Rutolo,
Capt. Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel, Major
Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler.
All anonymous needs and requests.Thank God for all
answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and
guests! The coffee mugs, new and improved,
are back! On Sundays, please help the ushers
identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
Cards and notes of encouragement can be
sent to Lindsay Johnson at the following
address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

I now have my own
website, revmmilligan.com. It is a place
where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a
little humor. I hope you will take a
look and tell me what you think. Be
Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark
One of the many things we learned while
dealing with the Covoid-19 pandemic
was the need for ways to communicate
quickly with members as situations
arise. To that end, we are creating email,
text, and phone chains. Would you please send
an email to stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

The Advent and Christmas
seasons will obviously have
to be different from times
past as we diligently work
to make our place and
times of worship as safe as possible. After much
prayerful discussion and discernment by our Worship
and Music Ministry team and the Church Council, here
is how we will be worshipping this Advent/Christmas
season beginning when in person worship returns:
 All Covid-19 protocols established by the Church
Council will be required.
* Temperature checks, 100˚+ will not be
allowed entrance.
* Social distancing will be maintained.
* All gathered for worship will be required
to wear a mask throughout the entire
service.
 There will be a major change: Softly singing and
congregational prayers/responses will be permitted.
Christmas Eve will be especially affected. We will allow
a maximum of fifty people at any worship service. With
this in mind, the Worship and Music Ministry created a
plan they hope will meet the needs of the congregation.








There will be three services: 3:00 pm, 6:00 pm, and
9:00 pm.
The above mentioned Covid-19 protocols will be
required.
As strange as this sounds, you will have to call
ahead to make reservations for the service you
want to attend. Once a service hits the 50person maximum the service will be closed.
All the services will include candle lighting while we
sing Silent Night. Fresh candles will be used at each
service.
Services will be videoed and posted on YouTube
(st. peter’s ucc frankfort). We are also hoping to
offer live streaming of all services.

I know this all seems so alien, especially making
reservations to attend worship. Please know these
changes were not made lightly. The Worship and Music
Ministry and the Church Council wanted to do
everything possible to ensure all are safe when attending
worship services at St. Peter’s United Church of Christ.
Please be aware that all these plans are subject to
change as the Covid-19 situation warrants. Please
contact the office (815-469-2220) if you have any
questions or to check for any changes.
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Council Meeting

KEY Articles DUE

28

Worship 9:30am
(Pending)
Fourth Sunday of Advent

27

Worship 9:30am
(Pending)

21

20

Special Gifts Meeting 10:30am

Worship 9:30am
(Pending)
3rd Sunday of Advent

M&M Meeting 7pm

O N

Worship 9:30am
(Pending)
Communion
2nd Sunday of Advent
NOTE: A mask is required
during entire service.
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Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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CHRISTMAS EVE
Worship 3pm, 6pm & 9pm
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Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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Church Council

Ushers this Month:
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Frankfort, Illinois 60423
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www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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December at a glance:
12/6

9:30 am

Worship (Pending)
Communion
(Mask Required)

12/7

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

12/13 9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship (Pending)
Special Gifts Meeting

12/18 9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

12/20 9:30 am

Worship (Pending)

12/21 7:00 pm

Council Meeting
KEY Articles DUE

12/24 CHRISTMAS EVE
3:00 pm
Worship
6:00 pm
Worship
9:00 pm
Worship
12/25 MERRY CHRISTMAS
12/27 9:30 AM

Worship (Pending)

12/31 HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
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