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In the Life of Our Congregation … from the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
I greet you in the name of the Living God, the Risen Christ, and God’s Holy Spirit, whose name
we strive to love and serve God’s glorious creation.
This was truly a glorious Easter here at St. Peter’s UCC. The weather was perfect, the
breakfast was delicious, the choir was magnificent, and the congregation of 225 people was
filled and led by God's Holy Spirit. It truly was a joy to look out into the faces of those gathered
to celebrate Christ's resurrection and see the smiles, hear the songs of praise, and feel the
glow of God's love. It was obvious to me that I was in the presence of "Easter People."
Now, I can hear some ask: "What are Easter People? Isn't Easter just another holiday?" There
might be questions because this is not a term frequently used; in fact it was new to me as late
as 1991. We were searching for a new church and we decided to try the community church,
which just happened to be a UCC congregation. It was the Sunday after Easter, and we
entered with great trepidation.
You see, we had just decided to leave the church Kathy and I had been members of for 25
years. We had met there, been married there, had all our children dedicated there, and all our
friends were there. There had been a change in leadership and the church was taking a
direction we did not feel called to follow. We had decided that we would begin looking for a
church home after Easter. We had committed to leading the Easter Sunrise Service, and we
intended to follow through. It was not a very happy Easter, because we knew that this would be
the last time we would be a part of this congregation. The sting and sorrow of Good Friday did
not give way to the joy of Easter. We felt pain and emptiness; the wonder of the Resurrection
was missing that year. It was with this baggage that we entered the doors of Olmsted
Community Church, UCC.
We saw some people we had gotten to know through a spiritual life group we had become a
part of, so at least we wouldn't be sitting alone. Folks came to greet us and introduce
themselves, and we began to feel better about being there that Sunday. Worship was about to
begin, when Rev. Don Wilson came down the front of the sanctuary and asked, “What kind of
people are we?" Now, you see, Don has a very deep, loud, resonating voice; and when he
asked this question he did so with such a passion and vigor that I was a bit intimidated. It
wasn't just that he was loud, but I didn't know the answer; which I always find disturbing. In that
brief instant I felt we had stumbled into some weird cult lead by a madman! Well, that only
lasted a second, because the people all responded in one loud, joyous voice of praise, "We are
Easter people." It was at that moment that I felt at home. I also knew immediately what it was to
be an Easter Person.
An Easter Person is someone who carries the message of the resurrection in their hearts, and
openly and freely shares it with all people. They know the joy of the empty tomb, but they also
know it came at a price of tremendous sacrifice. Easter People know that they are called to live
lives which may not make sense to the world around them. They are well aware that the
apostle Paul was absolutely correct when he said: "For the message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God." (1 Corinthians 1:18)
(cont.)
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Easter People know that the most effective way to witness to the world is not through their words, but
rather through their deeds. They recognize that they are called to serve a Living God by serving all of
God's creation. They know that they are empowered by God's Holy Spirit so that they will have the
strength and courage to follow God's call to them, wherever it may lead.
Most important though, is that Easter People know love. They can feel themselves embraced in the
loving arms of a living God. They know the strength and security this provides. They know they are
never alone because Jesus has promised to be with them when he said: "And remember, I am with
you always, to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:20)
It is exciting to be a part of St. Peter’s UCC and to be in the midst of a community of Easter People.
Let us accept Christ's call to go forth into the world and share the mystery and awesomeness of the
resurrection with all we meet. By our words and actions let us proclaim the message of Easter:
THE TOMB IS EMPTY! CHRIST IS RISEN! CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
There are so many people around the world that are finding it increasingly more
difficult to provide their families with a safe place to live, adequate food, potable
water, clothing that is appropriate for the seasons, hospitals and medicine to treat
the simplest of illnesses, or schools where their children can strive for a better way
of life. One of the most effective ways we can reach out to help these people in
need is by supporting the programs and ministries of Church World Services
Church World Service (CWS) was born in 1946, in the aftermath of World War II. Seventeen denominations
came together to form an agency “to do in partnership what none of us could hope to do as well alone.” The
mission: Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, heal the sick, comfort the aged, shelter the homeless. More than 70
years later the mission remains and is supported through efforts of 37-member denominations, of which the
United Church of Christ is one.
Their web site states:
We believe that there is enough food, water, and justice for everyone in our world. Our work
to build alliances among faith groups, civil society, advocates, and those in need, and provide
programs and services that are impactful, is as critical now as it ever has been. In the past year
alone, we've been able to make differences in tens of thousands of lives in more than 30
countries.
CWS has worked for seven decades with one goal: building a world where there is enough for
all. We affirm the power of individuals and communities to take ownership of their future. We
meet them right where they are, helping them create solutions they can maintain – and build on.
That means a refugee family who is able to start a new life. Or someone rebuilding after disaster
finds safety with dignity.
This year St. Peter’s UCC will be participating in two of CWS ministries of support: Blanket Sunday, on
Mother’s Day (May 12) and Tools of Hope, on Father’s Day (June 16). Everyone will have the opportunity to
donate to these two funds in honor or memory of loved ones. What better way to honor and remember
parents than to help other parents around the world provide for their children and family. I pray that you will
be generous in your support of these two ministries.

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.

Pastor Mark
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On April 13th the Mission and Memorial Committee went to Sunny Hill Nursing
Home to play Bingo with the residents. We brought prizes and
cookies. Thank You to everyone who brought the gifts for prizes. We had a
great time playing Bingo and talking with the residents.
Diane Creer

A Message from Your Church Council President, Darrell Stephen
As I am sitting writing this article just days after Easter, I can’t help but reflect on Holy Week
at St. Peter’s. Palm Sunday has always held a special place in my heart as this was the
day that all the “old timers” at St. Peter’s were confirmed. The tradition of singing “The
Palms” also brought back old memories. As a youth growing up in St. Peter’s, most of us
enjoyed singing this song in ‘the Choralettes’, under the wise and experienced direction of
Mrs. Barnie Krusemark.
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services were very meaningful to those in attendance.
Both were quite touching and very emotional to witness. Then came Easter Sunday. What
a special day! We couldn’t have asked for better weather. Sunrise service at 7:00 am was
a tremendous way to begin a great day! This service was followed by a delicious breakfast
that was prepared by approximately 15 of the men of St. Peter’s (with the assistance &
experience of a couple wonderful women from St. Peter’s). Plenty of scrumptious food &
joyful fellowship were enjoyed by about 75 hungry ‘Easter people’.
St. Peter’s Holy Week culminated with a moving service and a sanctuary filled with 194 in
attendance. In addition to beautiful music provided by the voices of the choir and attendees
& Pastor Mark’s inspiring words, the fragrant & colorful hyacinths, tulips and lilies added to
this special celebration. It’s always an honor to be able to service communion to our
congregation by passing the elements through the pews. As I was extinguishing the
candles during the singing of the closing hymn, “Let there be peace on Earth”, it was a very
touching moment for me as I observed the filled pews of our beautiful church. Just when I
didn’t think that anything could top that, our remarkably talented organist, Lisa Kristina,
began playing Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus”. With our incredible choir and many others in
attendance joining in voice, I am convinced there could be no better way to end this
celebration. What a wonderful week at St. Peter’s!
He is risen!! He is risen indeed!!
Yours in Christ,
Darrell
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Believe it or not, the school year is over this month
(or in early June, for some)!!! Sunday, May 19st is our
last Sunday for Sunday school for this school year.
Sunday school will resume in September. It has been a
true joy and blessing to have been able to teach your
children and watch them grow in their faith!
Please keep St. Peter’s updated to any changes to address, email or phone.
3 year olds - 3rd Grade– Cathy Dutro
During the summer, there will be ‘SON’shine church offered each Sunday except the
first Sunday of each month which will remain Family Worship Sunday. Please consider
leading one of the ‘SON’shine church sessions this summer. All the prep work is done
for you so it’s a wonderful opportunity to share your faith with your children and their
church friends!
Enjoy your summer and I look forward to seeing all the children again in the fall!!!
4th-8th Graders– Jennifer Stephen
th

Sunday May 5 is the fundraiser for Tinley Park P.A.W.S called “Cinco de Meow”. I’d
like to thank you for your willingness to assist with this project and for donating
supplies. Serving others was one of Jesus’ greatest commandments so this is a great
way for us adults to show how easy and joyful this can be.

What we’ll be
studying in
May, 2019
May 5
Family Worship
Sunday
May 12
Psalm 23
May 19
Revelation 21:1-6
May 26
Happy Memorial
Day Weekend
No Sunday
School

Women’s Fellowship Upcoming Movie Night
Thursday, May 16th @ 6:30 PM
Plan on joining us as we watch another thought-provoking Christian movie,
God’s Not Dead: A Light in the Darkness.
Movie synopsis: Welcome back to Hope Springs - home of Hadleigh University.
After a deadly fire rips through St. James Church, Hadleigh University leaders use the tragedy to
push the congregation off campus, forcing the church to defend its rights and bringing together
estranged brothers for a reunion that opens old wounds and forces them to address the issues that
pulled them apart.
We’ve had a nice group of ladies watching this movie series, averaging
10-12 in attendance. We always have snacks and drinks along with lots
of moving discussion after the movie. Even if you haven’t seen any of
the other two films, please plan on attending as each film
complemented each other but each stand alone as well.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THURSDAY, MAY 16TH!!
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St. Peter’s is looking for a Team Captain
for our Relaying Roosters Relay for Life
Team. The event is on June 8, at
Lincoln-Way North
from 3-11pm.
Please call the office if interested!!!

SHEPHERD’S TABLE
On the 5th Monday or Thursday of the
month, St. Peter’s cooks and serves lunch at
Shepherd’s Table, Joliet. We invite our
congregation and friends to join
us in this humbling service to
our community.
2019 dates:

As a safety precaution, all
exterior doors, EXCEPT FOR
THE SANCTUARY doors will
be locked at 9:45 am on
Sunday’s.

Thursday, 5/30
Monday, 7/29
Thursday, 8/29
Monday, 9/30
Thursday, 10/31
Monday, 12/30

Contact Sylvia Tewes or Marcia Steward.

COME CELEBRATE ‘CINCO DE MEOW’ WITH US!!!
Most of you have heard of Cinco de Mayo, but have you heard of Cinco
de Meow? On Sunday, May 5th, the KFC youth group will be hosting a
Cinco de Meow celebration after church to raise funds for the PAWS pet
shelter. Come enjoy Mexican-inspired foods as well as a fun photo booth—all available for a
small monetary donation. If you can, please consider bringing some much needed cleaning
supplies for the shelter: dryer sheets, liquid laundry detergent, bleach, liquid hand soap, PineSol, toilet paper, paper towels, and 13-gallon & larger garbage bags. All
donations will help this worthy cause.
Please join us on May 5th after service to celebrate and help God’s furry
creatures!!
I Have Done Something
I looked at all the caged animals in the shelter...the cast-offs of human society.
I saw in their eyes love and hope, fear and dread, sadness, and betrayal.
And I was angry.
"God," I said, "this is terrible! Why don't you do something?"
God was silent for a moment, and then He spoke softly,
"I have done something," he replied. "I created you."

-- Author Unknown
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Steve Comstock, Margaret DeLaughter,
Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, Mary Ann
Morrison, Virginia Osmus, Gordon Nelson, Charlotte
Pfuhl, Helen Rachford, Lois Schoen, John Schneider,
Renee Smith, Eleanor Stewart, Brogan Stillmann, Bruce
Stone, Ed Tewes, Richard Walsh., Robert Yehnert Also,
all service personnel, including: Kevin Rutolo, Capt.
Carson Cleveland, Lt. Jr. Grade Kelsey DePorto, Major
Jodi Krippel, Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr.
Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests.
Thank God for all answered prayers!

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!

May 2019
Greetings from your prayer chain:
Please call the office, 815-469-2220 or
Delores, 815-469-5106 so we can lift those in need
up in prayer.
For May Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Pet food, kitty litter & Paper towels

May Responsibilities
USHERS: Jim Hellrung, T-Kay Nagy
COFFEE AND… Youth & Family
LITURGIST:

Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and guests!
The coffee mugs, new and improved, are back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn, receive a mug
courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

Vision statement of St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ: To become an open, loving, and
welcoming community striving to reflect God’s
love for all creation.
Vision Statement Ministry Team:
Cheryl Howard
Joey Sparenberg
Paul Muenchow
Lyle Tewes
T-Kay Nagy
Rev. Tom Norwalk
Helen Simpkins
Rev. Mark Milligan

Liturgists Needed!
Please sign up in the
Fellowship Hall!

Your 2019 Council Officers Are:
President - Darrell Stephen
Vice-President - Bruce Wille
Secretary - Rachael Muenchow
Treasurer - Rick Johnson

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Every 3rd Saturday of the month!!
LUMES
(new larger venue)
8:00 am
Come for good food,
lively conversation and
friendly fellowship!!!

Musings by Eleanore Stewart …
“There is a reason a dog has so
many friends. He wags his tail
instead of his tongue”
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Birthday Greetings:
5/2

Lori Krusemark

5/3

Edward Tewes

5/4
5/5

Wedding Anniversaries:
Harry & Nancy Kooyenga

5/10/1980

Ernie & Kellee Rohr

6/16/1987

Cory Brown

David & Cathleen Dutro

5/21/1977

Grant Meyer
Laura Pomes

Steve & Roxanne Purucker

5/22/1997

Shannon & John Edmondson

5/24/1997

5/6

William Goldsmith
Lisa Gravitt

Corrie & Terry Lee

5/27/2005

5/7

David VanderLaan

Friday, June 7
Progressive grazing

5/8

Jack Lucas
Marcella Tewes

5/9

Dennis Cleveland
Jim Rinke

5/10

Logan Stephen

5/12

Jack Reed
Ernie Rohr

5/15

Nicholas Basham
James Dobrovich
James Hellrung

5/16

Brandon Warning

5/17

Sydney Brown
Tom Shapiro

5/18

Bill Doogan

5/19

Rebecca Cleveland
Robert Pomes

5/20

Ryan Fleck

5/22

Donna Ellis

5/23

Ryann Olson

5/25

Kaylee Mark

5/27

Jim Breakey
Charlotte Tewes

5/29

Michelle Schultz

Tuesday, July 23
Senior and Senior Wannabe Luncheon
Look for more information in the upcoming
bulletins and keys

On Saturday, May 11 the men
of St. Peter’s UCC will be hosting
a dinner for the ladies (of all
ages) of St. Peter’s UCC.
Appetizers will be available at
5:00 pm, with dinner served at 5:30 pm. There will be
sign up sheets during announcements, or you can call
the office (815-469-2220) to make
your reservations. Please make
plans to join us for this celebration
of the women and girls of St.
Peter’s UCC

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265
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Worship 9:30am
Coffee And...

26

27
Office Closed

Council Meeting, 7pm

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And … 10:30am

Confirmation Sunday

20

19

Mother’s Day

Worship 9:30am
Coffee And … 10:30am

M&M Meeting, 7pm

O N

Worship 9:30 am
Communion
KFC Cinco deMeow 10:30am

M

6

U N

5

S

Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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Open Sew 6:30-9pm

28

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

CCC Church/FH
4’s spring celebration

21

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

14

Open Sew 6:30-9pm

T
E D
1

Choir 7pm

29

Choir 7pm

22

Choir 7pm

CCC Fellowship Hall 7amnoon
Dads Donuts

15

CCC Fellowship Hall 7amnoon
Mother’s Day Tea
Worship & Music 6pm
Choir 7pm

8

Choir 7pm

W
H U
2

Revelation Study - 10am

Shepherd’s Table 8:15am

30

Revelation Study - 10am

23

CCC Fellowship Hall 7amnoon
Dads Donuts

Revelation Study - 10am

Women’s Fellowship Movie
Night 6:30

16

CCC Fellowship Hall 7amnoon
Mother’s Day Tea

Revelation Study - 10am

9

Revelation Study - 10am

T

4

A T

31

KEY ARTICLES DUE

Sew What” 9am

24

Council Reports Due A.M

17

25

Confirmation Dinner
5:30pm

“Sew What” 9am

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
LUMES

18

Ladies Dinner
Appetizers 5pm
Dinner 6pm

“Sew What” 9am

“Sew What” 9am

S

11

R I
3

10

F

2019

Youth & Family

Coffee And…

Jim Hellrung
T-Kay Nagy

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

May 2019
Address Service Requested.

SUNDAYS— (Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month.)
9:30-10:30 am
Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship - Nursery care provided
10:30 am
“Coffee and…” First Sunday only during the Summer
WEEKLY
Tuesdays:

*Open Sew, 6:30 pm

Wednesdays:

Choir, 7:00 pm

Thursdays:

Bible Study, Revelation, 10:00 am

* All sewing/quilting classes are held in room #213 off of the east parking lot

May at a glance:
5/4

9:00 am

“Sew What”

5/5

10:30 am

Cinco deMeow

5/6

7:00 pm

M&M Meeting

5/8

6:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting

5/10

9:00 am

“Sew What”

5/11

5:00 pm

Ladies Dinner, appetizers 5pm, dinner 5:30pm

5/12

All Day

MOTHER’S DAY

5/16

6:30 pm

Women’s Fellowship Movie Night

5/17

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

5/18

8:00 am
5:30 pm

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Lumes
Confirmation Dinner

5/19

9:30 am

Confirmation Sunday

5/20

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

5/24

9:00 am

“Sew What”
KEY Articles DUE

5/27

All Day

Memorial Day, Office Closed

5/30

8:15 am

Shepherd’s Table
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