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St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
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NOTE: masks are required during the
entire church service.

From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

October 2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the Risen Christ and the Still Speaking God,
This has been a very chaotic month for me as the pastor of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ. There are
so many opportunities for ministry that I often felt guilty for not taking advantage of every one of them. I
can feel the Spirit of God moving in our midst calling and leading us to grow in our response to the many
blessings in our lives. There is so much to do, and it seems as if there is never enough time to accomplish
all that I believe I, or we, should. As I strive to do my best to fulfill my call as pastor and teacher to St.
Peter’s UCC I often feel that there is so much more I can and should be doing. I am plagued with the
notion that I am not meeting the true needs of the people who have placed their trust in me; that there is
something needed that I am missing. I struggle daily with two thoughts: trying to discern what it is that
God is calling me to do and say here at St. Peter’s UCC, and what it is that God is calling St. Peter’s UCC to
do and say in the world.
We are at a point in our life as a congregation where we will have the challenge of choosing which path we
feel God is calling us to follow. There will be many roads that can be traveled, but only one that will lead us
to fulfill the mission set for us by God. I genuinely believe with all my heart that the direction we choose to
take as a congregation in the next few months will define the ministry of St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ for years to come. Many questions need to be asked and truthfully answered: Will we choose to be
safe and secure or trust that God will be with us no matter what? Will we elect to follow the path of least
resistance or a path of righteousness and justice? Will we follow a path worn smooth by the feet of others
who have trod it for years or a path where only people of strong abiding faith may tread? Will we follow a
path because it is the only one we've ever known or one which will lead us in a new direction full of
promise? Are we people whose faith is in what we can control or are we people who are willing to trust
completely in God?
As we struggle with these questions together, there is no doubt that there will need to be change here at St.
Peter’s UCC. My guess is that some will be minor and inconsequential, while others major. Some will go
smoothly, and some will require a great deal of time and effort. Change is not always fun and easy, but it is
essential if growth is to occur; and growth is essential because if a church does not grow then it will die. I
know that St. Peter’s UCC is not a dying church; we are a church where God's Spirit is alive and calling us
forth to do remarkable things in response to that call serving God and God's people.
To all the friends of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ who read this letter, please lift us up in your
prayers. Pray for wisdom, guidance, strength and faith that we may hear God's call in our life and respond "Thy will be done!" To members of St. Peter’s UCC, continue to listen for God's call in your life and the
life of our beloved church. Take time to quiet your hearts and minds that you may hear God speak in the
peace and stillness where only God can be. Pray that we may truly live the faith we profess in our times of
worship. Pray that we may have faith the size of a mustard seed, because then we can move mountains in
God's service. Pray that we may accept changes as they come, knowing that we cannot begin to
comprehend the mind of God, but that we can always trust in God's love. Pray for peace, love,
understanding, and compassion. Pray all of this in Jesus' name.
Amen.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
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A Note from your Council President, Darrell Stephen
On Sunday, September 26th, immediately following the worship service, a very crucial special
congregation meeting was held. At this meeting, several major facility projects were discussed and
proposals were acted upon. A full line-item listing can be found on the following page of this edition
of the KEY. The council has been working tirelessly and has spent innumerable hours researching
and obtaining bids for all the work that NEEDS to be done to our beloved church. I’d like to thank
David Dutro for spearheading this process and Chip Krusemark for assisting with several of the items.
Several years ago, when the elevator was added, money from the Special Gifts fund was used to
pay for it with the understanding that the congregation, through a special giving campaign, would
repay the fund within a 5-year period. Those five years have come and gone. At that time, we also
agreed that no additional funds would be taken from the Special Gifts account until the entirety of the
elevator money was repaid. After discussions with the Special Gifts committee, at the September 26 th
meeting, a motion was made and passed resulting in the forgiveness of the remaining nearly $90,000 of
the elevator costs. Thus, the congregation is now able to secure funds from the Special Gifts account
to do the much-needed repairs to our church.
As a result of a requested examination of our HVAC systems, it was discovered that the unit
that heats and cools the sanctuary has a large crack in the heat exchanger. This obviously needs to be
repaired ASAP due to the threat of carbon monoxide entering into the sanctuary if the heat is used.
Due to COVID, it is anticipated that the new unit will not be here for almost 14 weeks, making a
target date of installation of mid-November. This unit comes at a cost of almost $40,000.
Our third topic addressed the major repairs & restorations for our facility:
 Repair and restoration of the sanctuary interior;
 Replacement of the hanging chandeliers in the sanctuary with identical fixtures, with LED
lights and new lighting control panel;
 Removal & storage of the organ pipes during sanctuary repair/restoration and needed
organ repair;
 Tuckpointing of all areas that need repair to ensure no further damage to the building;
 Replacement of sanctuary carpet;
 Repair of the damaged plaster in Fellowship Hall and by the north door to the 1953 wing;
and
 Replacement of the north door to the 1953 wing and of both the east and west entrance
doors to the 1967 wing.
All of these repairs and restorations total around $414,000. In order to allow for cost overruns, a
motion was placed and passed to utilize funds from the Special Gifts account to pay for these repairs/
restorations with a cap of $500,000.
Please let me assure you that none of these decisions were taken lightly. The council is fully
aware that this is a huge sum of money. Putting off these repairs has been done for way too long and
putting it off longer would only result in increased cost and further damage to our beautiful St. Peter’s
that we enjoy each Sunday. The council thanks each and every one of you for your support in making
these tough decisions that had to be made.
In an effort to replenish the Special Gifts account, we are asking
everyone to prayerfully consider giving to these facility projects. If you are able
to donate, please indicate ‘Facility Projects’ in the memo section of your check
to ensure it is credited to the correct fund.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Yours in Christ,
Darrell
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Estimate of Repair and Restoration Costs
September 26, 2021
Completed Repairs as of today’s Date



Mortenson Roofing
(paid) $ 6,995.00
Bruno’s Tuckpointing: (paid) $ 6,065.00
Total spent to date:
$ 13,060.00
Motion Two: Emergency Replacement of Sanctuary HVAC System::
The HVAC system was evaluated by Evergreen Mechanical in August of this year and found to have
multiple large cracks in the heat exchanger which necessitates replacement of the entire HVAC system.
Due to life safety concerns, the furnace cannot be used in its present condition. There is a twelve-tofifteen-week lead time before a replacement unit becomes available. The board approved a replacement
unit at a cost of approximately $40,000.00 A down payment of $20,000.00 has already been made. The
replacement unit is on order and expected to be ready to install in mid-November.
Note: For simplicity proposals and bids have been rounded to the nearest $ 100.00
Motion Three: Approval for Repair and Restoration of the Church:
Sanctuary Repair and Restoration:
Deprado Rigali: proposal conditionally approved by council

$ 135,000.00

Electrical: New Sanctuary lighting and control system replacement.
Nesco Electrical & Lighting Specialists
$ 67,000.00
Conditional approval by council pending second bid from Excel Electric in Frankfort IL
Note: LED replacement chandeliers will be identical to the ones currently in service.
Organ: Berghaus Pipe Organ Builders
$ 27,000.00
Protection required for restoration, includes repairs to air reservoirs and tuning
Tuckpointing: We are currently attempting to locate a contractor who has the capability of handling the
project. Based on best information the project will likely approach or exceed $ 130,000.00.
Sanctuary Carpeting: Creative Carpeting in Mokena, IL.
$ 26,200.00
Conditional approval by council pending second bid from Commercial Carpeting in Elmhurst, IL
Miscellaneous:
Kelly Plastering fellowship hall and northeast 1953 wing entrance:

$

3,800.00

S&J Door replace 1953 entrance doorway (old bid, may need revision)
$ 5,100.00
1967 Wing East and West Door replacement (no bids requested as of date $ 20,000.00
Approximate Total Cost:

$ 414,100.00

Respectfully Submitted

David Dutro, Facilities Chair
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Food Drive - Saturday 10/16 and 10/23 from 9am - Noon

During our worship service on Sunday,
October 31st we will be observing
Totenfest. This is a time when we
remember members and loved ones
who have passed away during the last
year. If you have anyone you would like
remembered during this time, please contact the office
(815-469-2220 or stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with
her/his name and your relationship with the person.
A few week ago, we read from Psalm 111 where the psalmist exhorts us to
be in awe of the splendor and majesty of God. As a way of helping us be
ever mindful of the awesomeness of God, I asked that for the next three
months people take a picture whenever they see something that exhibits
God’s awesomeness for them. I would ask all of you to do the same thing,
then send it to me. No explanation, just the picture. I will take all the
photos I receive to create a presentation to be shared during the worship service the Sunday
prior to Thanksgiving. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Pastor Mark

THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS FOR THE LESS FORTUNATE
Women’s Fellowship is spearheading a drive to build 20 Thanksgiving meal
food baskets in coordination with the Frankfort Food Pantry.
On Sundays, October 24th and October 31st, after service, see
Jennifer Stephen or Cathy Dutro downstairs in Fellowship Hall
and pluck a feather from the turkey.
Each feather will have a list of items you will provide to make
these baskets possible.
Items for the baskets will need to be returned on Sunday, 11/07/2021.
If desired, all participants will then be able to help fill a basket after service in the Friendship
Room on Sunday, 11/14/2021.
This is the third year that St. Peter’s has helped the Frankfort Food Pantry make more
Thanksgiving meals possible for those who are facing tough times. Please share your
blessings with others as we are all God’s children.
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members
of my family, you did it for me.”
Matthew 25:29
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EXCITING UPCOMING WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
EVENTS**
FALL/WINTER 2021

SUNDAYS OCTOBER 24TH & 31ST AFTER SERVICE
SIGN-UP & COLLECTION FOR THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH @ 6:30 PM
MAKING LAP BLANKETS FOR HOSPICE PATIENTS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 6TH @ 6:30 PM
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS PARTY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12TH AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE
CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE
**PURSUANT TO COVID PROTOCOLS IN PLACE ON DATE OF ACTIVITY

September brought the start of the new school
year! First we welcomed parents to see the
classrooms, meet the teachers, and hear about
the preschool routines and goals. Second, we
filled the classrooms with many little ones
eager to make new friends, create, play, and
learn! The 2's enjoyed Teddy Bear Day; the 3's
learned the nursery rhyme Jack and Jill; and
the 4's explored apples!
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher
St. Peter's Preschool
12 W Sauk Trail
Frankfort, IL 60423
www.stpeters-preschool.com

To My Church Family:
I would like to thank Pastor Mark and my church
Family for all the prayers and wonderful cards that
were sent to me during my recovery from surgery.
I was amazed how many I
received. They all helped me to
recover so much faster knowing I
had all that support from all of
you.

October 17th is the
20th Annual Undy Sunday
Collection Drive.
We will be collecting underwear,
socks, and diapers. There will be
more information to come.
Mission & Memorial Committee

What a beautiful weekend
it was to park cars! St.
Peter’s is shouting a big
THANK YOU to EVERYONE
who volunteered for our Fall
Fest Parking Lot Event!
Over $13,000 was raised!
That couldn’t have
happened without YOU!
Volunteering is FUN!!!

Peace and Love,
Betty Hossbach
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10/3

Marge Boyd
Allan Creer

Glenn & Shirley Sharpe

10/1/2016

Chip & Lori Krusemark

10/6/1984

10/4

Tracy Donovan-Hunter
John Edmondson

Mark & Jessica Baker

10/9/2009

Allan & Diane Creer

10/19/1963

10/5

Eleanore Stewart

Dan & Kari Fleck

10/24/2008

10/6

Brennan McGarry

Norman & Betty Hossbach

10/25/1952

10/8

Vivian Scaletta

Thomas & Jill Hossbach

10/25/2008

Michael & Deborah Hossbach

10/28/1978

10/9

Parker Cleveland

Jim & Wendy Rinke

10/30/1999

10/12 Mark Schimanski
10/14 Lisa Ardaugh-Hunter
Deborah Hossbach
10/15 Steven Krippel
10/17 Carson Cleveland
10/19 Cody Cleveland
Samantha Tewes
10/20 Jacob Dalen
10/21 Abigail Doyle
Joshua Miller
Brayden Schalmo
10/22 Kylee Rinke
10/23 Marcia Steward
Charlene Stewart
10/24 Zachary Hellriegel
10/25 David Ber
Dylan Bettenhausen
10/26 William Miller

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways
members could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and
general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We
investigated different options and have
implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO.
They have helped us set up receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text
number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app
GivePlus), and soon - on our website . It’s
like having your own “Donate Now”
button!
You have always been able to set up automatic
withdrawals from a checking or savings account. This option
will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the
plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put
a note on the flap - online donation!

10/27 Todd Schultz
Bruce Wille
10/31 Nicole Goldsmith
Kylene McGarry
Kathy Milligan
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In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, Clarence Carlson, Karen
DePorto, River Enskat-Costeaf, Cathy Hyman, Alice
Janssen, Larry Nice, Helen Rachford, Ernie Rohr, John
Schneider, Dianne Schultz, Marcella Tewes, Bernice
Voss. Also, all service personnel, including: Ryan
Comstock, Kevin Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland, LTC
Jodi Krippel, Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr.
Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests.
Thank God for all answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

October Ushers:

Dianne Schultz, Darrell Stephen

Musings by Eleanore:
“The mighty oak was once a little nut
that stood it’s ground”
for October
Missions & Memorials
is collecting:

Baking supplies

We are working to find the
most efficient ways of
staying in contact with the
members and friends of St.
Peter’s UCC, especially
during these turbulent times
when situations can change in a matter of
hours. We are working to update our records
so that we can get any needed information to
you as quickly as possible. With this in mind,
we are asking that you contact the church
(815-469-2220 or stpetersfrankfort@
gmail.com) with your email address and cell
phone number. If you do not have a
computer or cell phone, please let us know the
best way to be in contact with you by telling
us what phone number to use as we establish
a phone chain. It is essential that we have the
correct contact information so that you can
be notified of any important events or
developments in the life our church.

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
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SYSO 1-5:30pm

Women’s Fellowship
Thanksgiving Baskets

Worship 9:30am
Totenfest

31

SYSO 1-5:30pm

WF Thanksgiving Baskets

Worship 9:30am

24

KEY Articles DUE

25

Council Meeting, 7pm

Worship 9:30am
Confirmation

SYSO 1-5:30pm

18

M&M Meeting, 7pm

M

17

SYSO 1-5:30pm

Worship 9:30am

10

Music Connection 12-6pm
SYSO 1-5:30pm

Worship 9:30am
Communion

S

Masks are required during
worship. Thank You.

PLEASE NOTE:

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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27

20

Worship & Music Meeting
6pm

13

Preschool Pictures
Friendship Room

W

7

H U

28

21

Membership & Evangelism
Meeting 6pm

14

Preschool Pictures
Friendship Room

T

Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.

T

15

8

1

R I

Berry Rehearsal
6:30pm

29

22

Council Reports DUE

F

2021

2

A T

Berry Wedding
4pm

30

23

Confirmation
Dinner 5:30pm

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Kup-a-Joe
Food Drive 9-12

16

9

Music Connection
10-6

S

Dianne Schultz
Darrell Stephen

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com

October

October at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE REQUIRED DURING WORSHIP.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
10/3

9:30 am

Worship, Communion

10/6, 10/7

9:00 am

Preschool Pictures

10/10

9:30 am

Worship

10/11

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

10/13

6:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting

10/14

6:00 pm

Membership & Evangelism Meeting

10/15

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

10/16

8:00 am
9:00 am
5:30 pm

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Kup-a-Joe
Food Drive
Confirmation Dinner

10/17

9:30 am

Worship, Confirmation Sunday

10/18

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

10/24

9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship
Women’s Fellowship Thanksgiving Baskets

10/25

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

10/29

6:30 pm

Wedding Rehearsal

10/30

4:00 pm

Wedding

10/31

9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship, Totenfest
Women’s Fellowship Thanksgiving Baskets
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