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“God Is Still Speaking”
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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

July 2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of the one called the Prince of Peace, Christ Jesus, in whose teachings, life, death
and resurrection we come to know the Living God.
It definitely seems that our world is becoming a more violent place with each passing day. Every day
there are reports of mass shootings with multiple deaths and injuries, senseless violence perpetrated on
people because of their race, ethnicity, faith, and sexual orientation. We have witnessed rioting and
looting by domestic terrorists in many of our cities, even spilling onto the streets and the hallowed
buildings of our democracy.
It is easy to watch these events unfold before our eyes and feel a sense of hopelessness and despair. The
question comes to each of us – What can I do? The answer is quite simply – there is a great deal each
one of us can do:
Pray - for peace, for all sides, for the people, for the leaders, for the world.
Be informed, read from the works of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the Dalai Lama, Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., Elie Wiesel, and others who, even though they lived through personal and cultural
violence, have committed their lives to helping create a world free from hate, prejudice, and
violence.
Understand that all those involved, perpetrator(s) and victim(s), are beloved children of God,
therefore, equally our sisters and brothers.
Work for justice and mercy for all people.
Work to be a peace maker in your life; look for ways to resolve conflicts that honor and respect all
involved.
Teach peace by what you say and more importantly, by how you live.
Live the hymn, Let There Be Peace on Earth:
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me;
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Father, children all are we.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
Let there be peace on earth, let this be the moment now.
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.
We may not be able to settle all the conflicts in the world, but we can work to make the world a more
peaceful place. If each person in the world were to strive to live a life of justice, mercy, compassion, and
peace, eventually the world would begin to be a place of justice, mercy, compassion, and peace. It would
help bring about the Kingdom of God here on earth. I know that this might sound like a naïve idea, one
that is out of touch with the reality of the world, but so too are the teachings of the one we call Lord and
Savior. We must realize that we are called not to live the world’s reality; rather we are called to live the
realities of God’s Kingdom. It is only by living God’s realities that we can enter into this world of warring
madness and bring true peace. And let it begin with me...
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark
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I would like to thank the Church Council and the members of St. Peter’s UCC for the overwhelming
celebration of my 25th anniversary of ordination. I was speechless at the outpouring of love and the
generous gift certificate to Starved Rock State Park Lodge. It is a favorite place for Kathy and me
to go to relax, reconnect, and renew. We are so blessed to be a part of such a
loving and caring community. We look forward to many more years of serving
God with you, our beloved church family.
Love, Rev. Mark and Kathy Milligan.

A Note from your Council President, Darrell Stephen
As I’m writing this KEY article, it has just been days since returning from a two- week vacation at the
family condo in Florida. This time away was greatly needed by both Jennifer and me. While we went
there with a long list of work to be accomplished (and it all got done), we still had a lot of time to relax,
enjoy ourselves, and reflect.
During this vacation, I was lucky enough to not have any worries about activities needing addressed at
St. Peter’s as we have a great council that continued to meet and see that all needed work was done. I
would like to thank each of them for the commitment to St. Peter’s each and every day. Unfortunately,
while I was away, I missed the celebration of Pastor Mark’s 25th anniversary of his ordination. What a
great accomplishment for Pastor Mark and my congratulations to him! Luckily, I was able to watch the
church service online. I was sorry that I had to miss the cake and continued celebration after the
service.
And speaking of major accomplishments, many of you are aware that St. Peter’s is the first and only
building in Frankfort to receive historic designation. But with history comes age. There is much work
that needs to be done to our beautiful church. Very soon, more details of the work that needs
completed and how we would like to fund these projects will be shared. We, as a council along with
employees of St. Peter’s, have done a wonderful job of keeping expenses to a minimum. The work
being considered is not to beautify the church but is required to repair and maintain this magnificent
building and cannot be put off much longer. As this information comes to you, please remember with
what our founding families and previous councils have provided us--this breathtakingly gorgeous
facility. Let us do our best to maintain this historic and heavenly church so that it may be enjoyed for
decades to come.
Yours in Christ,
Darrell
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EXCITING UPCOMING
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP EVENTS**
FALL/WINTER 2021
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH AFTER SERVICE
BOOK DISCUSSION ON SUMMER READING OF “FOREVER
FRIENDS” BY LYNNE HINTON
SUNDAYS OCTOBER 24TH & 31ST AFTER SERVICE
SIGN-UP & COLLECTION FOR THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH @ 6:30 PM
MAKING LAP BLANKETS FOR HOSPICE PATIENTS
This Photo by Unknown Au-

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6TH @ 6:30 PM
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS PARTY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12TH AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE
CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE
**PURSUANT TO COVID PROTOCOLS IN PLACE ON DATE OF ACTIVITY

4th of July Fireworks
Sunday, July 4
Main Park
200 S. Locust Street
Park will open at 8:00 pm
Fireworks will begin
at approx. 9:15 pm
Masks are required.
Groups must social
distance at least 6 feet
from others.

The family of Jeri Vece requests the honor
of your presence at a memorial service:
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail, Frankfort, IL
7/24/21 at 11:00 a.m.
A party to celebrate Jeri’s life immediately to follow:
CD and Me
23320 South LaGrange Road
Frankfort, IL
Please bring your favorite memories, stories
& photos to share. RSVP to Tammy
By July 6. 708-204-0766
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Dear Parents,
Be sure your kids have the greatest summer ever by attending St Peter’s
U.C.C.’s Fruit of the Spirit VBS located at 12 West Sauk Trail in Frankfort, IL
For $5.00 per family your child(ren) will be a part of fun Bible learning they
can see, hear, touch, and even taste! Bible Point Crafts, team-building games, lively
Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the Fruit of the Spirit activities
that help faith grow into real life experiences.
As kids learn about God’s word they’ll enjoy hands-on activities. (Since activities are hands-on, kids
might get a little messy. Be sure to send them in play clothes and safe shoes.)
Fruit of the Spirit VBS is great fun for children 3 years through 3rd grade; older children (4th
grade through Young Adult) will enjoy assisting the younger children.
The fun takes place July 21st and 22nd, 2021 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30. To register for this awesome
experience return the attached form with payment by July 4, 2021 to St. Peter’s U.C.C. 12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, IL 60423. Feel free to register your friends also.
If you have any questions, please contact the church office (469-2220), Jennifer Stephen (815469-4509) or Cathy Dutro (469-3788).

Fruit of the Spirit VBS
Registration Form
(one per child)

Amt. Pd. _______
Cash/Check #_____
For Church Use Only

Name __________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________
City _____________________ State _____________ Zip ___________________
Age __________

Last School Grade Completed______________________

Home Phone (______)_______________ Cell Phone (______)________________
E-mail address ______________________________________________________

In case of emergency, contact:
______________________________ at (______)__________________________
(Name of contact)
(Phone Number)
______________________________ at (______)__________________________
(Name of contact)
(Phone Number)
Allergies or dietary restrictions _________________________________________
Medical concerns _____________________ Other concerns__________________
Please return this form to St. Peter’s U.C.C. 12 W. Sauk Trail Frankfort, IL 60423 by July 4,
2021 with payment of $5.00 per family.
We will be posting pictures of VBS activities on Facebook and St. Peter’s website. Please
inform us if you do not want us to include your child in the photos we will be posting.
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SHEPHERD’S TABLE ...After many years of leading St. Peter’s Ministry to Shepherd’s Table, Sylvia
Tewes has decided to step down as coordinator but will continue to serve if available. Many members
of our congregation volunteered to cook and serve lunch once a
month over the years and found this to be a most humbling and
rewarding experience. Should St. Peter’s wish to continue, we will
need a new coordinator moving forward. Our next scheduled date is
Thursday, July 29, Sylvia’s last as team leader. Our congregation is
asked to prayerfully consider if we wish to continue this ministry and
if anyone is willing to fill Sylvia’s “big shoes.”

UPDATED 5/20/21
In response to new CDC and Illinois guidelines, the St. Peter’s Council has revised our Covid-19
protocol:
 If are feeling ill please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and
available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel, our website (stpetersfrankfort.org), and our
Facebook page.
 Masks are optional for fully vaccinated members and friends attending Sunday worship
services. If you still feel the need to wear a mask, please do so.
 Those who have not been vaccinated are expected to continue wearing a mask.
 Temperatures will no longer be taken.
 Social distancing will no longer be enforced.
 The max attendance has been increased to 75 people.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service, please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 Softly singing and congregational prayers/responses will be permitted.
 There will be no choir. Special music may be provided by string instrumentalists.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app (GivePlus).
There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope in the plate
through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
As always, this new policy is subject to change if needed. Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.
Frankfort Park District:
 Patriotic Porch/Driveway Decorating Contest, submit photo or video to info@frankfortparks.org
by July 9
 Monday, July 12, Party in the Park, Lakeview Estates South Park, 6:00-7:30pm
 Tuesday, July 13, Movies on the Green - Trolls World Tour, 8:30 pm Breidert Green
 Wednesday, July 28, Senior Picnic, Noon, $5 - 55 and older, Founders Center
 Thursday, July 29, Short Run on a Long Day, 7:00 pm, Main Park
Please contact the Park District for more information and to register for these events.
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Birthday Greetings:
7/1

Jennie Klier
Delores Kratzenberg

7/3

Warren Klier
Maxwell Wieclaw

7/4

Dawn Doogan-Olson
Gail McLean

Birthday’s Continued:
7/30

Lisa Hellriegel
Audrey Ruff

7/31

Mark Milligan
Taylor Vucsko

Wedding Anniversaries:

7/5

Mia Boldrey

7/3/2015

Carson & Christine Cleveland

7/6

Blair Baker

7/8/1967

David & Marla Bettenhausen

7/7

Sten Fleck
Mary Ann Morrison

7/11/1981

James Wahl & Donna Ellis

7/12/2003

Roger & Cari Clousing

7/8

Henry Grunert
James Hellrung
Kurt Sangmeister

7/13/2013

Jeremy & Jill Bishop

7/16/1994

Paul & Marcia Dalen

7/17/1972

Steve & Nancy Bennett

Nathan Bishop
Sheila Vaughn

7/23/2005

Josh & Kylene McGarry

7/26/1970

Keith & Teri Schram

Leanne Kolar
Bernadine Proudfoot

7/30/1983

Rick & Andrea Johnson

7/31/1976

Warren & Linda Klier

7/9
7/10
7/12

John Perish

7/14

Delores Krohn

7/16

Andrea Johnson

7/19

Christopher Gravitt

7/20

Leora Batson

7/22

Jake Lee

7/23

Charlotte Eaton

7/24

Evonne Fedak

7/25

Jerry Nissen
Joan Nissen
Evie Spies

7/26

Steve Comstock
William Spies

7/27

Jenny Fleck

7/28

Brett Warning

7/29

Clay Cleveland
Geoff Lucas

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways
members could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and
general giving, now during this epidemic and
overall. We investigated different options
and have implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO.
They have helped us set up receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text
number: 833-623-0447) , a phone app
(GivePlus), and soon - on our website . It’s
like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic
withdrawals from a checking or savings account. This option
will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the
plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put
a note on the flap - online donation!
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Beverly Carlson, Clarence Carlson,
Ralph Eisenbrandt, Janet Elitzer, Lisa Hellriegel &
Family, Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, Larry
Nice, Bernie Proudfoot, Helen Rachford, John
Schneider, Renee Smith, Eleanore Stewart, Ed Tewes,
Marcella Tewes, The Trevarthan Family. Also, all
service personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin
Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests.Thank God
for all answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Musings by Eleanore:
“The best way to be successful is to follow the
advice you give others…”

We are working to find the
most efficient ways of
staying in contact with the
members and friends of St.
Peter’s UCC, especially
during these turbulent times
when situations can change in a matter of
hours. We are working to update our records
so that we can get any needed information to
you as quickly as possible. With this in mind,
we are asking that you contact the church
(815-469-2220 or stpetersfrankfort@
gmail.com) with your email address and cell
phone number. If you do not have a
computer or cell phone, please let us know the
best way to be in contact with you by telling
us what phone number to use as we establish
a phone chain. It is essential that we have the
correct contact information so that you can
be notified of any important events or
developments in the life our church.
for July Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Garbage Bags
Paper Towels
Salt & Pepper

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
July Ushers: Kate Dougherty, Helen Simpkins
Many people have said the church is their home, and it
certainly is! I appreciate all they have done for me: A
parade, cards, well wishes, and so much more! Bless you all
for your thoughts and love.
Eleanore Stewart
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Shepherd’s Table, 8:15am
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Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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VBS 9:30am-11:30pm
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VBS 9:30am-11:30pm

Council Meeting
7pm
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Membership & Evangelism
Meeting 7pm

12

M&M Meeting, 7pm
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Worship 9:30am
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Independence Day

Office Closed

Worship 9:30am
Communion
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PLEASE NOTE: A mask is
optional during service for
those vaccinated.
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St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
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Car Wash 9am-noon

31

Vece Memorial Service

24

17

Private Event
Fellowship Hall
10:30am - 3pm

S

Kate Dougherty
Helen Simpkins

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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July at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE OPTIONAL FOR THOSE WHO ARE VACCINATED.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

7/4

9:30 am

Worship, Communion
INDEPENDENCE DAY

7/5

All Day
7:00 pm

Office Closed
Missions & Memorials Meeting

7/10

10:30 am

Private Event, Fellowship Hall

7/11

9:30 am

Worship

7/15

7:00 pm

Membership & Evangelism Meeting

7/18

9:30 am

Worship

7/19

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

7/21

9:30 am

Vacation Bible School

7/22

9:30 am

Vacation Bible School

7/24

11:00 am

Jeri Vece Memorial

7/25

9:30 am

Worship

7/26

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

7/29

8:15 am

Shepherd’s Table

7/31

9:00 am

Car Wash
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