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“God Is Still Speaking”
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PLEASE NOTE:
Masks are optional at St. Peter’s UCC for worship,
Sunday school, fellowships, meetings and choir.
St. Peter’s Council strongly recommends the
continued wearing of masks.

From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

August 2022

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I greet you in the name of Risen Christ, in whose life we come to the Living God, who created
humanity and all creation to be in holy relationship with each other.
Lately, I have felt myself mired in a spiritual rut. Our world is beset with so much vitriol and
rancor, so many lies and unbelievable and unfounded conspiracy theories, many that make the
Ancient Aliens/Astronaut theory seem reasonable and plausible. We have become divided to the
point where too often we view those that disagree with us as evil, worthy only of our scorn or
disgust. The leaders of our two-party system are more fixated on ensuring that the other side
loses, rather than finding ways to work together to address the needs of our country and our
world justly and compassionately. The constant negativity is such that I have been finding it
increasingly difficult to maintain any sense of hope or optimism. With this mindset, it was
becoming virtually impossible for me to find and maintain any sense of joy, purpose, or
passion. I desperately need to find something to rescue me from my sense of malaise. So, as I
often do, I turned to my library, where I found the answer to my prayers in a seemingly
unrelated source, the book How the Irish Saved Civilization, by Thomas Cahill. This is the first of
six books in the series The Hinges of History. In these books Cahill recounts what he sees to be
the formative moments in Western civilization.
Cahill makes the case that it was due to the tireless efforts of Christian Irish monks that the
ancient classics were painstakingly copied, preserved, and passed on, rather than being lost
when the Roman Empire finally collapsed. He goes on to explain how the Christian faith was
brought to the Irish by an escaped Irish slave, Patricius, more commonly known as St. Patrick.
Reading the stories of how the Christian faith blossomed and flourished in the land of my
ancestors led me to want to further explore Celtic Christianity.
After further research I came upon the extensive writings of John Phillip Newell. John is an
internationally acclaimed poet, scholar, and teacher in the field of Celtic spirituality. He served
as warden of Iona Abbey in the Western Isles of Scotland. I began with his book, A New
Harmony: The Spirit, The Earth, and The Human Soul. It was here that I began to understand
more deeply the power and the breadth of Celtic Christianity and spirituality.
In the introduction he writes:
“What is unique about the Celtic tradition compared to most other Western traditions is that it
cannot be reduced to a set of doctrines or beliefs; instead, at its core is the conviction that we
essentially need to keep listening to what our soul already knows, either in the particular
circumstances of our lives or in matters more universal. We need this awareness among us
again today, urgently.” (pg. 3)

“… (Celtic spirituality) is a way of seeing that is based on what the soul already
deeply knows, that both the earth and every human being are sacred. And we
can apply this way of seeing to the most pressing issues of humanity and the
earth today. In the Celtic tradition it was said that we suffer from soulforgetfulness. We have forgotten who we are and have fallen out of true
relationship with the earth and with one another. Thus, the path to well-being
is not about becoming something other than ourselves or about acquiring a
spiritual knowledge that is essentially foreign to us. It is about waking up to a
knowledge that is deep in the very fabric of our being, and it is about living in
relation to this wisdom.” (pp. 3-4)
Continued
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As I read the book, I found myself feeing like Newell was helping me to remember just who,
and whose, I really was. With each page I was rediscovering a purpose for my ministry and my
life. I am looking forward to delving into Celtic spirituality to discover how these ancient
practices might lead me to strengthen my faith and deepen my relationship with all God’s
people and God’s glorious creation.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Mark

A Note from your Council President, Helen Simpkins
In the month of August, the work in the sanctuary will finally come to an end. It has been a
summer filled with projects to be tackled inside and out of our church. Patience has been
difficult at times, as we yearned for all the projects to be completed. But the last pieces
of this daunting project will be coming together this month.
There will be three very important upcoming events to mark on your calendar. The first is
the Fall Fest Parking that we do every year during Labor Day weekend. It is our biggest
fund raiser of the year. It takes many individuals to ensure that it is a success. If you are
able, please sign up on the sign-up sheets in the fellowship hall or call the church office.
As always, thank you for all you do to support our church.
The second is the reopening of our sanctuary on September 11th. This will be a glorious
celebration of all the work that took place over the summer months. We will celebrate the
blessing of being able to again worship in our beautiful sanctuary. We will celebrate the
individuals whose dedication and hard work made all this possible. But most of all we will
celebrate and give thanks to God for the constant blessings we receive.
The third is the community celebration on October 16th where we will unveil the plaque
which designates St. Peter’s Church as the First Historic Landmark of Frankfort. We will
have the opportunity to open our church to the community and allow them to come in and
experience the beauty of our sanctuary, visit our historic cabinets to learn more about
the history of St. Peter’s and then share a light lunch in our fellowship hall. This will be a
proud day for our church, where we will share our years of faith with our community, and
give thanks to God for all we have had in the past, all we have in the present, and all we
hope to have in the future.
So please mark your calendars and continue your prayers for the successful completion
of the work in our sanctuary. God has blessed us richly throughout the many years of our
history. We need to show God our thankfulness for these blessings by continuing the
work we are called to do. To those who have much, much is expected.
Yours in Christ’s service,
Helen Simpkins
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Everyone had a great time at St. Peter’s Fiesta VBS,
where kids get fired up about Jesus. The event was held on July
12th and 13th. Nineteen children, 6 young people, and 6 adults
were in attendance. On Tuesday, the children heard the story
‘Fishers of Men’ from Matthew 4:18-22. They made crafts to
remind them of the story and also to fit in with the Fiesta
theme. They fished for fish that had phrases on them to tell
them ways they can be fishers of men (i.e. tell someone God
Loves them, sing Bible songs, attend VBS and Sunday school,
etc.). The snack was a small cup of blue jello (to represent
water) topped with whipped cream (to represent waves). On top
of the waves were goldfish crackers (fish), a slice of a
clementine (to represent a boat) and a square pretzel (to
represent a fishing net).
On Wednesday, the children heard the story of Saul, who
greatly disliked Christians and became blind on his journey to
the city of Damascus. After three days, his blindness was
healed by Ananias who was sent by Jesus. Saul was then
converted and became known as Paul, a very devout Christian.
The crafts again were reminders of the story and the VBS
theme. The snack was tortilla chips and cheese. As a special
treat, each child got to take a whack at a pinata, and when it
was finally broken, they each got a bag containing candy, a toy, a
stamp, and some tattoos.
On Sunday, July 17th, eleven of the VBS attendees came
to worship and shared songs from VBS with the congregation.

SAVE THE DATE!!
We are a local historic landmark. Our brick tuckpointed, our doors painted. Our sanctuary updated with
new wiring, paint, flooring, carpeting, and choir loft.
It is time to celebrate!!
St. Peter’s will host a re-dedication and plaque ceremony/open house on Sunday, October 16, after
worship from 11-2 pm. After a brief ceremony commemorating our historic landmark plaque, we will
open our “new” church to our community with music performed by Lisa Kristina and a light lunch in the
Fellowship Hall. We are proudly inviting guests into our church to see what has been accomplished.
We respectfully request that everyone help with this celebratory event. Greeters are needed at all
entrances. Bakers are needed to make desserts. Kitchen help is required to set-up and clean-up is needed.
A few “roving” guides could help direct guests and answer questions. This is an opportunity for our
membership to proudly re-dedicate ourselves as members of this faith community.
Please leave your name in the office or contact one of your Membership
Committee friends to tell us you can help.
Lori and Chip Krusemark, Brenda Sparenberg, Grant Deady and Marcia Steward
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8/1

Kate Dougherty
Joseph Frank
Barbara Rainford

8/1/1998

Chad & Sheila Vaughn

8/4/1979

Mickey & Marge Boyd

8/2

Allan Mager

8/4/2007

Nick & Kristen Schalmo

8/3

Cade Cummins

8/5/2006

Todd & Michelle Schultz

8/4

Marcia Dalen

8/9/1986

Art & Krista Frank

8/12/2006

James & Andrea Boldrey

8/5

Jennifer Stephen

8/18/1979

Darrell & Jennifer Stephen

8/6

Robert Proudfoot
Yvonne Stephen

8/19/2006

Michael & Dawn Olson

8/26/1979

Keith & Gail McLean

8/11

Paul Muenchow
Dawn Porter

8/13

Emily Sparenberg

8/14

Joey Sparenberg

8/16

Ralph Eisenbrandt
Monica Nagy

8/17

Kellee Rohr
James Vece

8/22

Alan Batson

8/23

Helen Simpkins

8/24

Michael McGarry

8/26

Darlene Bourke

8/27

Evan Sparenberg

8/28

Kim Capps
Paul Scaletta, Jr.

8/29

Regan Brown
Peter Egner
Claire Tewes

8/30

Emily Comstock
Sara Comstock
Liam McGarry

WE ARE SOCIALLY ACTIVE ON SOCIAL MEDIA
CHECK US OUT!
Webpage – stpetersfrankfort.org
Facebook – St Peters United Church of Christ Frankfort
Instagram – stpetersfrankfort – We encourage you to
send your photos to Mary Beth at 7082546889
2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways members
could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and general giving, now
during this epidemic
and overall. We investigated different options and
have implemented online giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up
receiving donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-6230447) , It’s like having your own “Donate Now” button!
You have always been able to set up automatic withdrawals from a
checking or savings account. This option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on
Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put a note on the flap online donation!
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August Ushers:

In our prayers…
Patty Allen, Beverly Carlson, Ralph Eisenbrandt, Cathy
Hyman, Alice Janssen, George Kratzenberg, Larry
Nice, Helen Rachford, John Schneider, Dianne Schultz,
Marcella Tewes, Bernice Voss. Also, all service
personnel, including: Kevin Rutolo, Major Carson
Cleveland, LTC Jodi Krippel, Major Steven Krippel,
Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John Fowler. All anonymous
needs and requests. Thank God for all answered
prayers!

Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com.

It is a place where i can stay in touch, share
thoughts and idea, and sometimes a little
humor. I hope you will take a look and tell me
what you think. Be Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

Rachael Muenchow, Helen Simpkins

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
for AUGUST missions & Memorials
is collecting:
Cereal and
pancake mix

Musings by Eleanore:
“Life is not about waiting for the
storms to pass, it’s about learning
how to dance in the rain.”

Don’t forget …
The 3rd Saturday of each
month is Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast , 8:00 am at
Kup-a-Joe in Frankfort.

Join St. Peter’s this summer for
worship in the Fellowship Hall.
Grab a cup of coffee, a snack and
come worship with us.

August happenings in Frankfort
Concerts on the Green, 6:30-8pm
August 7 - Sushi Roll, Pop Cover Band
August 14 - The Hat Guys, Modern & Classic Hits
August 21 - Rosie and the Rivets, Retro Rock & Roll
August 28 - Outcast Jazz Band, Big Band
Movie on the Green, Dusk-approx. 8:15pm
August 10 - Field of Dreams (PG)
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Ushers this Month:
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August at a glance:
8/1

7:00 pm

8/5—8/16

Missions & Memorials Meeting
Pastor Mark Vacation

8/7

9:30 am

Worship, Rev. Pat Norton
Congregational Information Session

8/10

6:00 pm

Worship & Music Meeting

8/12

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

8/14

9:30 am

Worship, Rev. Pat Norton

8/15

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

8/20

8:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

8/21

9:30 am

Worship

8/22

9:00 am

KEY Articles DUE

8/24

8:00 am

Preschool Teacher Institute

8/25

8:00 am
5:00 pm

Preschool Teacher Institute
Preschool Parent Orientation

8/28

9:30 am

Worship

8/29

5:00 pm
7:00 pm

Preschool Parent Orientation
Membership & Evangelism Meeting

8/30

5:00 pm

Preschool Parent Orientation
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