St. Peter’s April KEY
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From the Pastor, Mark Milligan

2021

Dear Fellow Easter People,
I greet you in the name of the Risen Christ, whose resurrection by the power of the Living God forever
shattered the bonds of death.
In the history of humankind there are a small number of events of such magnitude as to change the course of
history completely. For us, as those who have come to know the Living God through the one called Jesus of
Nazareth, that event would be the resurrection of Jesus by God. There has been no other event in history, not
the taming of fire, the invention of the wheel, the domestication of animals, Isaac Newton, the automobile, the
telephone, the moon landing, nor the computer/internet, that has shaped who we are as a people.
In that one glorious moment when Jesus ascended to his place at God's right hand the world became a totally
different place. No more would people need to fear the sting of death, because death met its master in the
resurrection of Christ. Those who were ostracized and marginalized by the societies created at the hands of
humankind would come to know a place where they were to be lifted-up for who they were, not what they
had. Those who were looked upon by the prevailing culture as broken, different, or disabled would know a
completeness and fullness in God's realm that surpasses any human understanding.
It is the resurrection, and our ever-sure faith in the promise which it gives to us, which defines us as a people.
We are a people who know that our path to God has been made straight and clear in the life and ministry of
Jesus and in the power of his resurrection. We are surrounded every day by reminders in the lives of those
around us to choose the power of the resurrection and the Living God over the false hopes and promises of
the world. We believe this is a power which knows no end, enabling and empowering us to be God's presence
to the world.
By our proclamation we are also claiming unity with all who profess Jesus Christ as the Risen Lord, son of the
Living God, our personal Savior. We risk placing ourselves in conflict with a world and society that all too
frequently chooses the ways of darkness as opposed to the ways of light. It is a bold proclamation that we
often take for granted. We forget that many who preceded us professed their faith in God through Christ
Jesus knowing that in doing so they risked a penalty of death. This Easter morn we can sing the hymns of joy
and be certain that we will not meet with threatening opposition. We can raise our voices in joyous praise and
know that we will be safe and protected. Let us not allow this safety and security to lead us into a place of
complacency. We must remember the awesome responsibility that comes when we profess that Jesus is our
Lord. We must be willing to cry out against all the injustices that are committed against any of God’s children.
We must be willing to be in the minority when we stand against the prevailing culture if the ways of society are
not the ways of God. We must be willing to sacrifice, as Christ sacrificed for us, knowing that through
Christ’s resurrection we are promised eternal life. We must be willing to truly be, in word and especially in
deed, EASTER PEOPLE!!!
May each of us have the strength and courage to cry out to the world-- WE ARE EASTER PEOPLE!! And
may our actions and deeds reflect the power of the resurrection in all we do.
Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Mark
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From Your Council President, Darrell Stephen
HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!! Boy—I really love to hear that every Easter
Sunday. Since I was young and singing in the Choralettes under the direction of Mrs. Barnie
Krusemark, I truly have always enjoyed singing “The Palms” on Palm Sunday. During my
youth here at St. Peter’s, Palm Sunday also meant confirmation. Easter Sunday was special to
me, too. A true sunrise service always had youth leading and participating in the service.
Breakfast was offered in Fellowship Hall between the two Easter services and was hosted and
prepared by the confirmation class members and their parents. During the second service,
the confirmands partook of their first communion together as a class. These are my sacred
Lenten season memories.
These events also meant that spring was finally here. I think most of us are happy
when spring arrives because it signals the end of the dreaded winter season. Spring leads to
all those beautiful flowers beginning to pop up through the dirt and they begin to bloom. Of
course, these flowers and flower beds don’t take care of themselves. Here at St. Peter’s, we
have our wonderful Garden Club to thank. They will soon be seen out there tending to those
flowers and beds. An extra pair of hands (or two or three or more) is always welcome. If
you are interested, give Helen Simpkins or me a call.
Another thing that spring means this year is that more and more of us are getting
vaccinated for Covid-19. As the number of cases decline, I hope to see an increase in the
number of attendees at Sunday worship. We are still taking all precautions necessary to keep
everyone at church as safe as possible. As you begin to feel more comfortable with the state
of the health in our state and nation, please join us again on Sunday mornings. Hopefully
very soon, the regulatory powers will allow us to increase the number of worshippers
allowed. I can’t wait for those days to be here!
In closing, I’d like to remind everyone that you are all beloved family of St. Peter’s and
everyone here, but especially the church council, are here to provide you with all the love,
support, and guidance you desire. As always, should you have
any needs, questions, or concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact me or any member of your church council. May the
peace and joy provided us by our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, be
yours today and forever more.
Yours in Christ,
Darrell
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CDC Safety Guidelines

2021

In accordance with the safety guidelines put forth by the CDC and Illinois, the following steps will
be implemented to provide the safest environment for our worship gatherings:
 If you are sick, please do not come to church. The services will be video recorded and available
on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube channel and Facebook page.
 If you feel uncomfortable being out and around groups of people, please do whatever makes
you feel safe. The services will be video recorded and available on the St. Peter’s UCC YouTube
channel and Facebook page. Masks are required during the ENTIRE service.
 Only the two side doors at the front of the church and the elevator will be available for
entering the church. They remain open, weather permitting, to reduce contact points.
 Only the sanctuary and the fully accessible bathrooms outside Fellowship Hall will be open.
 Ushers will be at each door to perform temperature checks of each person. A person with 100
degree or greater temperature will not be allowed to enter the building.
 Masks will be required during the entire service. Masks and gloves will be available if you
forget yours.
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances and bathrooms.
 Social distancing (6 ft) will be practiced at all times in all places. Ushers will seat people from
the front of the sanctuary to the back. At service’s end people will be dismissed from back to
front. Families are permitted to sit together.
 Bulletins will be available to pick up when you enter the sanctuary. After service please
dispose of them in the blue recycling bins.
 To provide the safest worship experience possible, we need four (4) ushers each week. If you
can help by serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what
week(s) you are available.
For the foreseeable future, the Sunday worship services will be different:
 Softly singing and congregational prayers/responses will be permitted. There will be a
liturgist to represent the congregation as needed during the worship service. If you can help by
serving as an usher, please call the office (815-469-2220) and let us know what week(s) you
are available.
 There will be no choir. Special music will be provided by string instrumentalists
 There will be a hiatus on congregational communion.
 Passing the peace will be limited to a wave, nod, or a bow.
 There will be no Coffee and… until it is safe to resume.
 An offering plate will be available at the back of the sanctuary. Please remember that there
are new ways to financially support the ministries of St. Peter’s UCC.
 We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped us set up the capability for receiving
donations via a text number (Give by Text number: 833-623-0447), a phone app (GivePlus).
There is also a “Contribute” button on our website. It is like putting an envelope in the plate
through your own “Donate Now” button!
 You may also set up automatic withdrawals from a retirement, checking or savings account.
This option will continue, or you can mail your envelope to the church office.
 If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the plate on Sundays, you can still put in
your envelope - just put a note on the flap - online donation!
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We are working to find the most efficient ways of staying in contact with the
members and friends of St. Peter’s UCC, especially during these turbulent times
when situations can change in a matter of hours. We are working to update our
records so that we can get any needed information to you as quickly as possible.
With this in mind, we are asking that you contact the church (815-469-2220 or
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com) with your email address and cell phone number.
If you do not have a computer or cell phone, please let us know the best way to
be in contact with you by telling us what phone number to use as we establish a phone chain. It is
essential that we have the correct contact information so that you can be notified of any
important events or developments in the life our church.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SUMMER/FALL BOOK CLUB
Women’s Fellowship is hosting a summer/fall book club. The book
will be read during the summer while you’re sitting on the beach,
around the pool, while taking a long, relaxing bath….wherever your
heart desires.
Then on Sunday, September 19th, following worship service (and few
moments at “Coffee And…” ), we’ll meet to discuss our thoughts
about this book. Currently that meeting is scheduled to be held in the
Friendship Room but we’ll have to wait and see where due to the
current health conditions.
The book chosen to be read is Forever Friends by Lynne Hinton, the
third in the Hope Springs series. Following is a summary/
introduction to the book:
Come back to Hope Springs, where friendships last a lifetime! The women of Hope Springs Community Church have
weathered some pretty fierce storms. Now their friendships are tested again when one of their own is leaving. Join
Louise, Jessie, Charlotte, Beatrice, and Margaret for a farewell that Hope Springs will never forget.
If you are interested in reading this book, Women’s Fellowship will have them available in slightlyused condition for $7.00. Please contact Jennifer Stephen (815-469-4509) or Cathy Dutro (815-4693788) and let them know that you would like one by June 14th and we will get it to you ASAP so you
can begin reading this heartwarming & reflective book about life, loss, love, and enduring
friendships.
We hope you enjoy reading this book and look forward to seeing you on Sunday, September 19th.

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com

Office Hours: M-F, 9:00 am - Noon
6

April 2021

Birthday Greetings:

Wedding Anniversaries:

4/1

Addison Bishop

4/2

Michelle Nagy
Terry Schroeder

4/3

Brigid McGarry

4/5

Milton Batson

4/7

Ethan Belt
Zoey Brown

4/8

James Boldrey

4/10

Joanne Nice

4/11

Nora Deady
Kathleen Hess

4/13

Karine Krusemark

4/14

Norman Hossbach

4/16

Charlotte Cleveland

4/18

Jeremy Diaz

4/21

Mark Baker

4/22

Kristen Schalmo

4/25

Cynthia Kurucar

4/26

Cheri Mooney

4/27

Karen Kratzenberg

4/13/1991

Paul & Mary Muenchow

4/16/1960

William & Evie Spies

4/22/2000

Stephen & Jane Senesac

4/28/1979

Phillip & Kathleen Hess, Jr.

4/30/1994

Mark & Kay Eaton

2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
St. Peter’s Council discussed how to provide additional ways
members could contribute to the missions of St. Peter’s and
general giving, now during this epidemic and overall. We
investigated different options and have implemented online
giving!
We are using a company called VANCO. They have helped
us set up receiving donations via a text
number (Give by Text number: 833-6230447) , a phone app (GivePlus), and soon on our website . It’s like having your own
“Donate Now” button! You
have always been able to set up automatic
withdrawals from a checking or savings
account. This option will still continue!
If you are someone who likes to “drop” something in the
plate on Sundays, you can still put in your envelope - just put
a note on the flap - online donation!

College/Vocational School Scholarships Now Available
The Youth & Family ministry, in conjunction with the Mission & Memorial
ministry, is offering scholarships to anyone attending a college or vocational
school. This includes newly graduating high school seniors and current
college students who will be continuing their education in the fall.
This scholarship program is only for members of St. Peter’s UCC. It will be
limited to four annual payments and parents’ financial situation is NOT a criterion in awarding
these scholarships. Applications need to be completed and submitted by June 1, 2021.
Scholarship checks will be issued directly to each applicant around July 1st. Re-application is
required each year a scholarship is desired. As these are scholarships, repayment is not required.
Applications can be obtained by calling the church office (815-469-2220) or contacting Jennifer
Stephen (815-469-4509).
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In our prayers…
Adam Carlson, Clarence Carlson, Margaret DeLaughter,
Ralph Eisenbrandt, Lisa Hellriegel & Family, Alice
Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, Bernie Proudfoot,
Helen Rachford, John Schneider, Renee Smith,
Eleanore Stewart, Bruce Stone, Ed Tewes, Marcella
Tewes, The Trevarthan Family, Jerry Warning. Also, all
service personnel, including: Ryan Comstock, Kevin
Rutolo, Major Carson Cleveland, Major Jodi Krippel,
Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt. John
Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests. Thank God
for all answered prayers!

“LIKE” us on Facebook!!
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors
and guests! The coffee mugs, new and
improved, are back! On Sundays, please help the
ushers identify guests and visitors who will, in turn,
receive a mug courtesy of St. Peter’s.
I now have my own website, revmmilligan.com. It is
a place where i can stay in touch, share thoughts
and idea, and sometimes a little humor. I hope you
will take a look and tell me what you think. Be
Safe. Be Kind.
Pastor Mark

One of the many things we learned
while dealing with the Covoid-19
pandemic was the need for ways to
communicate quickly with members as
situations arise. To that end, we are
creating email, text, and phone chains. Would
you please send an email to
stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com or
stpetersrevmmm@gmail.com with your email
address and cell phone number. Please take a
few moments to do this so that we make sure
you are kept up to date with the news of St.
Peter’s UCCC.

Don’t forget to “give” and “get” at the same time!!!
Remember to Support St. Peter’s with your
Amazon Smile Order!!!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265

April 2021
St. Peter's Preschoolers enjoyed the
month of March-- some sneaky
leprechauns snuck into our classrooms!
They left some messy classrooms and fun
notes to read. Most luckily left a fun
surprise for everyone... We also made a
special rainbow for a snack with
marshmallows and fruit loops.
We enjoyed the season of spring coming in more like a
lamb -- which allowed us some time to play with friends
outside! The boys and girls are learning so much in the
classroom and are having fun with our new centers: a
bakery; a vet/pet store; a birthday party; and a mail
center.
We hope all of you enjoy a wonderful spring season and
joyous Easter!
Mrs. B.
Director & Teacher
St. Peter’s Preschool

For April Missions & Memorials is
collecting:
Spring Cleaning Supplies

Thank you to everyone who called, prayed, or sent cards
during my stay at Silver Cross Hospital. I am continuing my physical therapy and hope to become stronger so
I can see family and friends.
Marcella Tewes

April Responsibilities
USHERS:

The St. Peter’s Council

NOTE: masks are to be worn
during
the entire service.
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Worship 9:30am
Confirmation
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Shepherd’s Table
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KEY Articles DUE
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Maundy Thursday
Service 7pm
In person and on-line
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Activities are pending Government Covid 19 Lockdown.
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Council Meeting
7pm

Worship 9:30am
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Consolidated Election
(*Polling Place)
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M&M, 7pm
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Worship 9:30am
Confirmation
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EASTER
Worship
8:00am 9:30am
Communion
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PLEASE NOTE: A mask is
required during entire service.
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Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
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Council Reports DUE
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Good Friday Service
7pm
In person and on-line
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Holy Saturday

S

Rachael Muenchow
Bruce Wille

Ushers this Month:

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.org
Email: stpetersfrankfort@gmail.com
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April at a glance:
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS ARE REQUIRED DURING EVERY SERVICE.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

April 1

7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday Service

April 2

7:00 pm

Good Friday Service

April 3

All Day

Holy Saturday

April 4

8:00 am
9:30 am

Easter Service
Easter Service

April 6

All Day

Consolidated Election (Polling Place)

April 11

9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship
Confirmation

April 14

7:00 pm

Missions & Memorials Meeting

April 16

9:00 am

Council Reports DUE

April 18

9:30 am

Worship

April 19

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

April 22

All Day

Earth Day

April 25

9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship
Confirmation
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